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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB AIR TRANSPORT FEDERATION CONCLUDES MEETING 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 10 Feb 82 p 2 


[Article by ‘Ali al-Sulaymani: "At the Conclusion of the l6th Session of the 
Arab Air Transport Federation: Increased Cooperation, Exchange of Expertise, 
and Consolidation of Prices; Support for the Islamic Air Tre>:port Federa- 
tion" ] 


[Text] Yesterday (Tuesday), the meetings of the 16th session of the Arab Air 
Transport Federation were concluded. Captain Ahmad Matar, general director 

of Saudi Airlines and president of the session, called a press conference 

in which he said: 'We welcome all of you following the conclusion of the 
meetings of the 16th session of the Arab Air Transport Federation. I believe 
that we all realize the importance of this meeting, especially since it was 
called at a critical time for world air transport. This lends particular 
importance to this conference, which focused on deliberation among its members 
with regard to positions that should be taken by the Arab airline companies 

at the regional and international levels. 


"This is particularly important since air transport is going through tremen- 
dous crises at the world level with negative impac* on the Arab airline com- 
panies. 


"Thanks to God and the understanding of all the heads and members of the 
delegations, the conferees succeeded in formulating studies and plans in an 
effort to deal with these effects as a united front. 


"The conferees also agreed to increase and support cooperation among the Arab 
companies and the exchange of experties in various fields of transport as well 
as consolidating prices. 


"The conferees stressed the necessity and importance of training and develop- 
ing manpower in the field of aviation and preparing cadres capable of per- 
forming their duties and responsibilities in the technical, operational, 
administrative, accounting, commercial, and marketing fields. 


"The conferees also dealt with the matter of supporting the Islamic Air Trans- 
port Federation, extending aid and assistance to this organization, and 
strengthening cooperation between the two federations in various fields." 











Operating on a Commercial Basis 
Concerning the Arab Air Transport Federation, Captain Matar said: 


"The federation is comprised of numerous Arab airline companies which operate 
more than 300 aircraft. These companies operate on a commercial basis." He 

added: "The federation looks only at technical and operational issues and is 
not subject to political influences." 


No Decrease in Rates 


Concerning the possibility of a reduction in travel rates, the president of 
the session said: 


"There are definite rules and principles pertaining to travel and freight 
rates and this matter is not the sole concern of the Arab Air Transport 
Federation but is also linked to the rules and regulations of the interna- 
tional organization IATA." 


He added: "The cost of a ticket 10 years ago was at a certain level and then 
world inflation began accompanied by increased operational requirements and 
higher aircraft prices. An aircraft that formerly cost $8 million now costs 
$30 million, not to mention zhe cost of preparing technicians. 


"All these factors have influenced the cost of air travel, which in our 
opinion is still at a reasonable level." 


Spare Parts Combine 

Concerning a project for spare aircraft parts, his excellency said: 

"We in the Arab region suffer because we are far away from spare parts plants. 
For this reason, a plan has been formulated based on the establishment of a 
combine for spare parts for Tristar aircraft. We hope that this combine will 
provide various spare parts to the Arab airline companies." 


The Next Session at the Beginning of Next Year 


Concerning the date and site of the next session, the Saudi general director 
said: 


The conferees approved the invitation of the Gulf Aviation Company and the 
7th session will be held early in 1983 in one of the Gulf states." 


8591 
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ALGERIA 


GAS DEALS EXAMINED 
London ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 8, Apr 82 pp 48-49 
[Text] The formation of a gas exporters’ OPEC seems 


unlikely to come about in the wake of the massive LNG 
deal between Algeria and France. 





fo The recent agreement between France 
“and Algeria for the world’s largest LNG 
contract signalled the end of a two-year cam- 
paign by Opec gas exporters to achieve parity 
between crude oil prices and natural gas. It 
may also have helped to hammer one more 
nail in the coffin of the proposed Organisation 
of Gas Exporting Countries (Ogec). Former 
Executive Vice President of Algeria's Sonat- 
rach, Nordine Ait-Laoussine. envisaged Ogec 
as including Opec members Algeria, Nigeria, 
Indonesia, Qatar, Libya and the UAE as well 
as other Third World gas exporters Mexico, 
Brunei. Cameroon, Trinidad. Malaysia. cad 
possibly the Philippines. 

The breakthrough in the Franco-Algerian 
fas price negotiations came on February 3, 
linking two existing contracts and one new 
One into a single deal for the supply of 9.1bn 
cu m a vear over 20 years. The agreed price 
was $5.10 per million Btu (British Thermal 
Units) of gas, on top of which the French will 
have to pay about 70 cents per million Btu for 
transport. insurance and regasification. Gaz 
de France itself, however, will pay only $4.60 
per million Btu, with the French government 
making up the difference to Sonatrach. 
France has stressed that the gas agreement has 
to be seen in the context of overall bilateral 
relahons. and that it is linked to F12.S5bn 
worth of orders from Algeria for French in- 
dustrial products. 

The new deal clearly represents a com- 
promise by both sides. Although Algeria has 
not achieved full parity for gas with its own 
light Saharan crude (which would have en- 
tailed an fob price of $6.61 per millon Bru). 1 


has succeeded in getting the highest current 
fob netback price achieved by any producer. 
It has also set the stage for a resumption in 
LNG sales growth after successive falls in 1980 
and 198]. 

On the question of indexing gas prices to 
those for ol. Algeria's agreement with France 
follows its arrangement with Belgium's Distni- 
gaz a year ago. namely 100 per cent escalation 
in line with increases in the average officia! 
price of a basket of crude oils. half composed 
of crudes imported by France and half of 
crudes exported by Opec gas exporters. There 
has been no mention, however. of a catch-up 
mechanism which might gradually lift the base 
price to tull parity with crude. . 

The French for their part have carefully 
avoided setting a market price for other cus- 
tomers seeking Algerian gas by instituting a 
two tier pricing system. The $4.60 per million 
Btu that Gaz de France will pay is actually 
marginally less than. for example. the $4.65 
that France is reported to have agreed to pay 
the Soviet Union for gas through the Yamal 
pipeline. 

The next gas deals Algeria will be anxious 
to conclude are with the Italians for the 
delivery of 12bn cu m a year of gas through 
the Transmed pipeline, and with north Euro- 
pean customers to take some of the excess 
LNG left by the cancellation of the El Paso 
agreement for 10bn cu m sales a vear. The 
Algerians are likely to find it hard to press 
home a4 price higher than $5.00 per million 
Btu in either case. Italv seems to have three 
main bargaining points in its favour. It has just 
agreed a price of $4.70 per milhon Btu with 











the Soviet Union for gas delivered to the 
Czechoslovak border. and will suggest a simi- 
lar price to the Algerians. 

It has become clear in recent weeks that the 
USSR has chosen to take a marginally less 
aggressive line on prices than the Opec gas 
exporters, and as the USSR ws more of a 
market-maker in gas sales than in onl sales by 
virtue of its greater relative share of the world 
gas trade, its stance is all the more damaging 
to prospects for a gas exporters’ cartel 

Another argument that the Italians can use 
to fend off Algenan pressure on prices us the 
fact that investments in pipeline gas are con- 
siderably less than in gas liquefaction (LNG) 
projects. and that this differential should be 
reflected in the prices. LNG costs are ex- 
tremely high for both consumer and producer. 
Once LNG trade 1s established the financial 
penalties for stopping are enormous. and 
often outweigh any price gains won by the 
stoppage. Already El Paso has had to write off 
$365m in invesunents in its LNG project with 
Algena. while some idea of mounting costs 
can be derived from estimates of Sobn needed 
to launch the proposed Qatar LNG develop- 
ment 

The plight of the consumer ts still a much 
more important factor in gas pricing negotia- 
tions than it is in onl pring affairs. which 
sucvests that the formation of Oxvee mas be a 
long wav off vet) The northern European 
countries are ina good short-term posimion, 
especially after the new Soviet deals. Thes 
know that Algeria bos excess LNG capacity. 
and can play Algeria of) anainst Niveria whose 
Bonny LNG plant will only now go ahead if a 
furopean consortium agrees te tinanee the 
miant and market the gas. Such external in- 
volvement, which is also envisaged in any 
Qatari LNG project. also tends to put off the 
day of an effective producer's cartel 

Europe's struggle to keep its imported gas 
costs down ts being helped by the attitudes of 
the two other major consumers, Japan and the 
United States The US refuses to allow its 
compames to pay more for gas than the $4.94 
per millon Btu paid for gas from Canada or 
Mearwo The US posmion will be strengthened 
by Mearco’s apparent willingness to consider 
expanding gas sales across the Rio Grande. 
and also if Canada approves an LNG project 
to tap ats Arctic islands’ natural gas for sale to 
castern Canada. releasing more Alberta gas 
forexporttothe US 

Japanis notin aninherently strong position 
to ward off demands for higher prices. given 
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its almost total dependence on imported ener- 
gy. Yet because Tokyo agreed early on to the 
principle of cif parity. it pre-empted demands 
for fob parity, and gave countries like Indone- 
sia. Malaysia and Brunei a firm base on which 
to decide whether to press ahead with LNG 
projects. For many of these countries this was 
enough. 

Japan currently pays about $6.40 per mil- 
lion Btu on a cif basis. and has seen prices 
ease 1 recent months as crude indexation has 
worked in its favour. In terms of fob netback 
prices the Japanese cif position actually works 
against the Gulf LNG producers. who are 
furthest away from Japan. Thus Abu Dhabi 
receives a return of $5.00 per million Btu 
under its January 1980 agreement with Japan. 
whereas Indonesia has achieved a price of 
$5.80 per million Btu for 1983-84 deliveries. 
Under both deals. LNG is landed in Japan at 
around $6.40 per million Btu. 

The division of the world gas market into a 
geographical triptych already distinguishes the 
gas from the on] market. and emphasises the 
importance of the transport component in gas 
sales. Effectively. only LNG sales over short 
distances seem able to compete with pipeline 
sales. which in turn have their own physical 
constraints. In this respect. Algeria. with its 
proposed second pipeline to Spain already on 
the drawing board. ts in a comparatively 
strong position vis-a-vis Europe. but serious 
problems arise with future LNG prospects in 
the Gulf. 


Major Gas Exporters 
in 1979 and 1980 (bn cu m) 


Exports Reserves 
1979 1980 (1.1.81) 


Abu Dhabi 17 2.7 580 
Algeria 11.6 6.1 3,724 
Brunei 76 78 218 
Canada 283 230 2.49° 
Indonesia 86 119 765 
Iran 5.0 07 11.000 
Libya 36 3 674 
Mexico - 29 2.195 
Netherlands 525 515 1.59€ 
Norway 200 247 1,314 
USA 15 13 5,670 
USSR 480 573 30,500 
WestGermany 32 45 190 


Source Fetomum Econom’ 
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BRIEFS 


BRITISH PARATROOPERS IMPRISONED--Foix, South West France, March 3l--Three Bri- 
tish paratroopers were today each sentenced to five years’ imprisonment, one 
year suspended, after being found guilty, with extenuating circumstances, for 
what their defence lawyer called "a night of madness." They had faced a charge 
of assault and battery resulting in accidental manslaughter. The three were 
members of the Tidworth Third Paratroop Battalion which was training with the 
French Ninth Paratroop Regiment last October at Pamiers, near here. They were 
charged with beating an Algerian-born Frenchman, Schick Djeldi, 29, to death 
atter a night out in Pamier's red light district. His body was found in a 
gutter at dawn on October 1° and an anonymous telephone call to the police led 
to the arrest of the three paratroopers at their nearby camp. (AFP) [Text] 
[Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2885, 2 Apr 82 p 12] 


UGTA SHAKEUP NOTED--Algiers, April 10--Algeria's General Workers' Union (UGTA) 
dropped most of the members of its executive secretariat on Friday in a major 
organisational shakeup marking the end of a five-day congress here. The 

1,200 delegates, however, elected a member of the secretariat, Tayeb Belakhdar, 
as new UGTA Secretary-General to replace Abdallah Demen Debbih. A veteran 
trade unionist, Mr Belakhdar belongs like his predecessor tothe central commit- 
tee of Algeria's ruling party. The congress, the Union's sixth, was marked by 
lively debate when part of the outgoing leadership's annual report was disputed 
before finally being adopted. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 

No 2888, 13 Apr 82 p 7] 


CSO: 4500/1556 





IRAN 


TRANTAN REVOLUTIONARY AGENDA, INTERNAL STRESSES VIEWED 
Paris REVOLUTION in French 1-15 Mar 82 pp 58-60 
[Article by Nuri Albala: "Putting and End to the Preconceptions"] 


[Text] What is the situation of the Iranian regime? 
Will it hold up or collapse, as people regularly pre- 
dict? What about repression? What are its economic 
prospects? These questions are answered by Nuri Al- 
bala, the only French observer who has been able to 
visit Tehran recently. He offers another approach. 


Iran is presently going through a period of trouble and turmoil, one that is 

disturbing in many ways. The temptation is great to do like a lot of people 

and consider it a country "'temporarily lost to 'civilization'" and completely 
sunk in religious barbarism. 


Even if that were the case, it would not be unhelpful to try to understand. 
Moreover, when you realize what the shah's regime was like and how powerful 
are the aspirations of the people who overthrew him, it is hard to believe 
that these aspirations have fallen silent or have ceased to make themselves 
felt. It is not possible and it is not true that the people of Iran are 
crushed and passive under the heel of a few leaders who are drunk with power. 


The iiberation struggle against the shah's regime was the work of a deep-rooted 
popular movement. Faced with an anti-national and anti-people policy, a regime 
completely dominated by foreign interests, and a government that intended to 
stifle the people's traditions, the people rose up in the name of its traditions, 
its culture and, therefore, largely its religion. Not so much, or not only 
because faith in God has an exceptionally preponderant place in Iran but rather 
because the national culture is permeated with the religion of Islam. It is 
shown in the simplest everyday acts: the Qur'an is everywhere present in the 
Lite of every Iranian. Also, the Shi'ite mullahs live completely "in the world" 
ind take part in all village or neighborhood activities. Their presence is an 
integral part in the life of the polis and in no way considered an addition to 
the social fabric from a foreign body. 


This enables us to understand the importance of both religion and the mullahs 
to the revolutionary movement. 








phenomenon should be considered, one that is akin to the first but 


tinct from it, one that is the result of circumstances more than deep-rooted 
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es. The imperial regime had forbidden any political organization, any 


on (other than the official ones), and any association. We should remember 


in February 1979 no organized political party existed in Iran aside from 
imple headquarters group, except perhaps for the Tudeh Party (the Iranian 
munist Party). The result was that for years the mosque was the only place 


ran where people could meet, speak, discuss, and criticize. Also, the 
ihs were the only ones in Iran who could lead any demonstration against 
imperial government. 


mullahs were therefore carried along by the popular movement more than 
led it, and religious watchwords caught on all the better because only 


iygion had (sometimes) been able to cross the barrier of repression; thus 


were heard by millions of people for whom religion was part of daily life. 


the movement overthrew the empire, it appeared to many and especially to 
mullahs that religion, or even God, had created the revolution. 


is the starting point to analyze the convulsions and contradictions that 
lranian revolution has gone through since it triumphed in February 1979. 


national government had been completely dislocated, and the revolutionaries 
over in a way that was more than chaotic, because there were real and deep 
sions within the revolutionary forces and the clergy. Indeed, the mullahs 


cannot be considered as representing a class or group of common interests in 


lheir total involvement in in society causes the mullahs to be divided 
he same conflicts of interest as the rest of society. However, the mullahs 


ind themselves at the head of the new state for the reasons we have stated 


also because the formation of new political parties was a resounding flop, 
yoth the National Democratic Front, formed in the early weeks of the revo- 
nm, and the organization that Bani Sadr tried to put together just after 


was elected president of the Republic. The difficulties in setting up a 
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national government or in establishing political organizations obviously did 


prevent the masses from expressing their demands. The forces that had 


rtnrown the shah still existed and were still making themselves felt, but 


sere no longer channeled toward a common goal, namely the end of the dic- 


36 million Iranians thought that nothing couid or would stop the great 
lutionury movement they had started. Thus, all the "liberals" were swept 
including the transitional Bazargan government, which fell after the 


stages were taken in the American embassy. 


ill that Bazargan wanted to put on a public trial of former Prime Minister 
la, and that he had a very exact plan of the conditions under which the 


| was to take place. He intended not only to respect the universally recog- 
‘d formal rules of defense rights but also to use the trial as a tribunal 
denounce crimes committed by the shah's regime and by the United States in 
\ctually, Hoveyda got an impromptu, illicit execution. A representative 
he Bazargan government appeared at Evin prison and asked that Hoveyda 








be handed over to the government for trial. The prison officials, who had 

not been appointed by the government but were simply volunteers from the 
"committees" that had taken over the prison during the insurrection and stayed 
there, were opposed to this. They even said that if anyone tried to take Ho- 
veyda, they would execute all the prisoners they were holding. 


This little-known episode is indicative of the fact that since the revolution 
hud begun, all the Iranian leaders and not just Bazargan were forced to cover 
up what they could not prevent or control. All the leaders have had this ex- 
perience, and it may be still going on. 


In this context, some progressive organizations and a large number of progres- 
sive intellectuals were led to separate themselves from the revolutionary move- 
ment, because they refused to cover up acts or excesses that they felt went 
completely against their principles. They then began to consider the regime 

as being repressive, reactionary and fascist; they chose the way of confronta- 
tion and, in doing so, I think they made a terrible mistake. 


The mistake was that of the Mojahedin, for one, because they were by far the 
most important organization opposed to the regime. The mistake was also that 
of a large number ot intellectuals who had been in the forefront of the battle 
against the shah. It was an error of analysis on one hand and an error of 
Strategy on the other. 


The mistake in analysis consists in looking only at the surface of the political 
situation and considering or pretending to consider that since there is one domi- 
nant party, the Islamic Republican Party, and one uncontested leader, Khomeyni, 
everything that is done, especially repression, is the expression of the will 

of the party and the guide of the revolution. Actually, as has been known for 

a long time, the PRI [Islamic Republican Party] is far from being homogeneous, 
and no serious analysis can take place if it is based on the postulate that 

it is a monolithic group. The parliamentary debates, the rejection of some 
proposals, and even the refusal to confirm the candidate prime minister nominated 
by President Khamenei after his elections, these are clear signs of disagreement 
running deep within parliament and the PRI itself. 


As a very large segment of the Western press has deliberately ignored these 
contliets for months.in order to lump the Iranian leaders together as "fanatics," 
and since it is now being forced to take these increasingly obvious conflicts 
into account, some have found a new catchall formula: they say the Iranian 
leaders are split between fundamentalists and "pro-Soviets,' the latter being 
represented by none other than President Khamenei. 


lhe thesis is an ingenious as it is far-fetched, and it is pleased to look down 
‘ts nose at Tran, boycotted by the West, having normal trade relations with the 
fastern countries. The Tudeh Party, said to be the hand of Moscow, of course 
fol'tows Khomeyni's line, because it refuses to consider any religious person 

to be naturally or necessarily reactionary. 








[hat being the case, it is as wrong to say, as has been said, that a wave of i 
repression has hit the Tudeh Party as it is to claim that the Party is "infil- 
trating" the government. The Tudeh first secretary, N. Kianouri, whom I met 

in January, confirmed to me that neither he nor his comrades were the objects 
of repression. While some officials have attacked the Tudeh Party in newspaper 
articles, others have immediately responded by saying that attacking the Tudeh 
Party now amounts to diverting attention from resistance to the prime enemy, 
U.S. imperialism. The president of parliament has said, "As for organizations 
that do not share our ideology, as long as they accept the bases of the Islamic 
Republic, they may exist and speak out." As for infiltrating the administra- 
tion, that is more a joke than serious analysis: except, of course, if one 
wants to maintain that religionists are reactionary by definition and, there- 
fore, any progressive administrator is therefore not religious but a communist! 


Actually, the troubles of the Islamic Republic can be explained largely by 

the sabotage and boycott aimed at Iran. Is it known that for this purpose 

the U.S. Treasury secretary decided on 31 October 1979 to freeze Iranian assets 

in the United States, a decision that was subsequently announced as being a 

reprisal against the taking of the hostages, which took place on 4 November, 
days later? Is it also known that Iran is exporting very little 011 at pre- 

sent not only because of the war but also because of the fact that all the 

large oil companies have agreed to boycott Iranian crude? 


It 1S easy to lay on the religionists' shoulders all the country's troubles, 
forgetting that Iran is at war, after all, because Iraq started the war by 
bombing the Tehran airport. 


[t 1s also easy to make the religionists out to be responsible for the war in 
Kurdistan by forgetting--or pretending to forget--that the person who ordered 
the massive bombing of Kurdish towns was not a "fanatical mullah" but Bani Sadr 
himself. 


Many examples could be given. Here is a final one. Democratic people through- 
out the world mobilized at the end of 1980 to ask that the life of Reza Saadati, 
i important Mojahedin figure, be saved. When people were fearing the worst, 
Saidati was sentenced to 10 years in prison in November 1981. The one who 
personally intervened to keep Saadati from being executed was Ayatollah Beheshti, 
veneral secretary of the PRI and often portrayed as the worst of the fanatics. 
Sauadati was retried a few months later. Hewas sentenced to death and executed, 
but it was a month and a half after Beheshti was killed in the bombing of the 

PRI headquarters, which also killed about 100 personages and leaders of the 

Staute party. 


\nd that is the strategic mistake. Violence and terrorism have obviously had 
the effect of only increasing the government's most repressive tendencies. 
[his is especially true because the violence is often aimed at some of the 
nost "progressive" people or, at least, the least reactionary ones in the 
regime. Those responsible for the worst excesses of repression have often 
been spared, while assassinations have felled those whom a personage close 

to ‘the imam's line" called in a recent conversation "the best ones." 











Whatever the progressive antecedents of the organizations opposed to the present 
regime, especially the Mojahedin, their actions clearly fit in with those of all 
the torces that want to overthrow the Islamic Republic. In the forefront of those 
forces are domestic reactionaries and imperialists on one hand and the fanatics of 
lraqg on the other. I have always had--and why not admit it--the greatest sympathy 
for the Mojahedin, and especially for Massoud Radjavi. I must now note that Radja- 
Vi 1S on a "national council of resistance" and an ally not only of Bani Sadr but 
also the PDKI [expansion unknown], an organization that openly admits receiving 
military aid from Iraq against the central government in Tehran. I am quite wil- 
ling that the enemy of my enemy be my ally, but the people who are now opposing 
Khomeyni are going too far. There are on this resistance council some people 
supported by Iraq, which committed aggression against Iran, and members of the 
liberal Iranian bourgeoisie, which is the last, best hope of the United States 

in Tran. What can progressives do with those people but act as a warning? 


The purpose of the National Resistance Council is rather murky. In any case, it 
does seem to be headed for failure, for several reasons. First, of course, the 
lranian state has reorganized and struck some heavy blows against its domestic 
enemies, who no longer have any possibility of taking action within the country 
except through sporadic violence. 


But there are also other, deeper reasons. The Mojahedin organization did enjoy 
yreat prestige in Iran. ‘Those who now claim to be members of that organization 
have exhausted a good deal of their credit by making alliances with a former pre- 
sident of the Republic who is greatly devalued in the country and with a Kurdish 
fringe group that is considered an Iraqi fifth column in Iran. 


lhus the conglomerated domestic opposition can hardly make itself felt except 
through violence. When a bomb goes off in Iran, it is hard to tell whether the 
Mojtahedin, the Peykar (a "Marxist-Leninist" organization), or the monarchists 

set it otf. Obviously that does not mean that they are all allies of one another, 
but the effect produced by violence is the same, whoever is responsible: of course, 
the most anti-democratic elements in the leadership are strengthened, but so is 

the regime. 


Indeed, this is the question that everyone is asking: Where is the regime? Will 
it hold? Or will it collapse, as people keep announcing every three months? 


lraqi military aggression has largely contributed to people rallying around the 
leaders ot the Islamic Republic, primarily Khomevni. The violence that has come 
from all quarters has also had a unifying effect in that it has crystallized the 


will of the people as well as the leaders to close ranks and defend themselves. 

\t the same time, a real national government is gradually taking shape. The ad- 
ministration 1s again beginning to function: foreign businessmen I met last month 
in Tehran told me that for the first time in a long while they were having no 
trouble finding the right person to talk to in the ministries, and the diplomats 
stationed in Tran have been saying the same thing. 


[wo yreat problems that have arisen concerning the future of the regime are those 
yf repression and economic policy. It has been said that most revolutions take 
thousands of lives, and the Iranian revolution is far from being the bloodiest, 
even though the Western press has talked immeasurably more about repression in 
[ran than about repression in any other country, including the shah‘s Iran. 
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In any case, the argument does not seem to me sufficient to explain, let alone 
justity anything. It was unjustifiable to execute Said Soltanpour, a poet and 
stage director who was arrested on his wedding day and who could obviously not 

be accused ot any armed action whatever. It is unjustifiable that many of those 
executed were escapees from the shah's prisons. As a lawyer, I say no trial can 
be justified where the accused is not allowed to defend himself. In this respect, 
it cannot be said that Westerners are scornful of Islamic justice and judge it by 
their own measure. It makes no difference to pass judgment in the name of God 
and the Qur'an--it could be in the name of the Bible or "the French people" and 

it would make no difference--none of that makes any judge honest and infallible. 


The Iranian governors know perfectly well that many of their judges are ordering 
executions at random, claiming thereby to "purge" the country. This repression 
is tar from receiving unanimous support from the leaders, and people have little 
noted in the last 3 years how often Khomeyni has spoken out for an end to blind 
repression. Indeed, it must be seen who is being served by the executions and 
excesses of repression, just as it must be seen who is benefiting from violence: 
precisely those who are revolutionary in name only and who are Islamic in words 
only, those who think they can build their power in blood because they cannot 
propose a basic economic and political plan. 


Likewise, the forced Islamization of Iranian society corresponds to two different 
and even divergent outlooks. For those who direct themselves to the real situa- 
tion in the country, for those who learn from history, and primarily for Khomeyni 
and the "students of the imam's line' (who are becoming increasingly important to 
the political leadership of the country), Islam is a means of unification and of 
advancing the revolution. On the other hand, for those who have nothing concrete 
to propose, who desire neither agrarian reform nor a redistribution of wealth, 
[slamization is obviously presented as an end in itself, as though the Iranian 
masses could be satisfied by tacking the adjective "Islamic" onto everything. 


Iranian government officials are becoming increasingly aware that they must 

first of all solve some serious economic problems. I wrote in REVOLUTION (No 100, 
29 January) about the trouble that the people are having in obtaining food. Ef- 
rort in this direction is both most difficult and most important. And even though 
the linited States is boycotting Iran, I would like France to resolve to resume and 
develop reiations with Tran, which does desire this, no matter what people say. 


the economic situation is extremely worrisome, for obvious reasons. The first 
reason is the state of bankruptcy left by the shah. Has it been forgotten that 
this bankruptcy led to the cancellation of most of the French contracts that 
Chirac obtained with such fanfare? Or did people just want to take advantage 
t the fact that the shah's canceling them was announced very discreetly in 
rder to heave people believe that "incompetent religious fanatics" canceled 
‘he contracts with France? Then there were the U.S. boycott, Iraqi aggression, 
d the boycott by the oil companies. All that is true, and the Iranian people 
inderstand it. The secretary of the Tudeh Party of Iran told me in Tehran last 
month, "The Iranian people are still able to endure much suffering." 


Rut the people have not created the revolution in order to suffer even more than 
inder the shah's regime. They did not rise up against dictatorship just to fall 
into a state of privation and repression. The present Iranian government is still 
much more popular than people generally want to admit, because Iranians believe 
it can still go farther toward independence and meeting the needs of the masses. 
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Some beginnings have already been made: for example, a non-aligned and determinedly 
anti-imperialist foreign policy and, more recently, by the effective nationaliza- 
tion ot foreign trade, which should put a stop to the windfall profits that were 
still being made as recently as last year by the big bourgeois bazaar merchants. 


But all that is still quite insufficient. Increasing the rate of irrigation canal 
repair, school and housing construction, restarting the literacy campaign, which 
had slowed greatly since the revolution began, achieving real agrarian reform, 
despite the stalling and obstruction that is presently taking place in parliament, 
and completing the consolidation of the national government without resorting to 
repressive violence, those are doubtless the urgent conditions that the Iranian 
leaders must now fulfill in order to maintain real popular support and make their 
regime a real Islamic revolution. 


8782 
CSO: 4619/80 
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IRAN 


"REVELATIONS' OF REYSHAHRI, 'CONFESSIONS' OF QOTBZADEH PUBLISHED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 20 Apr 82 p 3 


[Text] ETTELA'AT NEWS SERVICE: . . . Sadeq Qotbzadeh, one of the members 
active in the recent unsussessful coup d'etat plot, after being arrested, 
confessed during his interrogations that he intended to attack Jamaran, then 
capture the great leader o° the revolution, Imam Khomeyni, and, after killing 
the members of the Supreme Council for Defense, to take over the government 
in a military coup d'etat. 


Also, Sadeq Qotbzadeh in prison constantly repeats: Qotbzadeh is already 
dead. You must either execute me or pardon me as soon a possible from this 
miserable life. I deserve to be executed; then, execute me as soon as 
possible . 


Hojjatoleslam Mohammadi-Reyshahri, chief of the military Islamic revolution 
courts, took part yesterday in a press and radio-television interview, 
responding to the questions of correspondents concerning the uncovering of 
the overthrow networks, the manner in which Qotbzadeh was captured, the 
assassination plan, the plan to attack Jamaran, the financial aid of foreign 
countries to Qotbzadeh, and Qotbzadeh's confessions in prison. 


Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri first said concerning the capture of Qotbzadeh: 

Some time ago, Mr Qotbzadeh was arrested by the Guards in his house along 
with a number of other conspirators of the overthrow network. Qotbzadeh gave 
himself up to the Guards without any resistance. 


Forty-five other persons connected with Mr Qotbzadeh were also captured. 
Twenty of them are members of the organization to save the Iranian revolu- 
tion, led by Mr Qotbzadeh, and the other 25 were members of the organization 
for the overthrow, called Nima. 


Concerning the plan of Mr Qotbzadeh and the organization to save the Iranian 
revolution, which he headed, for the overthrow, he said: Mr Qotbzadeh, who 
had formed the organization to save the Iranian revolution, had a plan for the 
overthrow and coup d'etat. 


According to existing documents and papers, this plan for the overthrow and 
coup d'etat of Mr Qotbzadeh has become clear and certain for us. As for 
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resources, the only thing that Qotbzadeh's network thought they had was an 
armed force. 


To get a good grip on the matter, we will return to a year and a half ago, 
when we were first apprised of Qotbzadeh's work. 


He said: When the bomb installation network, called the "Pars Organization" 
or the guards of the monarchy in Iran, was discovered and its members, one 
after another, including Armin or Arash, the leader of Pars Organization, 
Esfandiari, Shahin, Shakibi, and Mohajeri, were captured, we realized 
Qotbzadeh's cooperation with these bomb setters and the network of 
conspirators. 


According to existing documents, in their first secret meeting, the members 

of the network of conspirators--Amir Ebrahimi, a member of the central commit- 
tee of the Iran Party; the governor-general of Kohkiluyeh during the past 
regime and a friend and colleague of Shapur Bakhtiar; Javad Khoda'i, one of 
the tribal chiefs of Lorestan and an infamous smuggler of narcotics; along 
with Col Azar Dehqani, the leader of the network of "Nima"; as well as several 
members of this network--raised the subject of Qotbzadeh and introduced him to 
Amir Ebrahimi. 


Javad Khoda'i has confessed in interrogations that the evening after the explo- 
sion of the central building of the Islamic Republican Party, Qotbzadeh 
entrusted him with getting two persons out of Iran and he took them out of 

Iran through Amir Ebrahimi. 


The Chain of Overthrow Networks 


Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri added: After these events, we followed Qotbzadeh and 
the members of this network step by step and had all their comings and goings 
under surveillance. During these days, several other conspiracies by the 
networks for the overthrow were discovered and neutralized by the Guards 

Corps. Also, Qotbzadeh and his organization were at the end of the line of the 
chain of overthrow networks. 


These networks consist of: 1. The "Pars'' Organization, led by Arash. This 
network was fed by the hated Pahlavi family and one of the members of this 
network, by the name of Mohajeri, was in contact with the organization to 

save the Iranian revolution and Qotbzadeh. The important members of this 
network, who were captured one after another, are: Armin, Esfandiari, Shahin, 
Shakibi, and Mohajeri. 


2. The 'Namara'' organization, headed by Pezeshkpur. This network was fed by 
Israel. The important members of this network who have been captured are: 
Rezazadeh, Seyrafi, Forughi, Rahimi, Amir-Tahmasb, Lotf-Now'i, Didehvar, 
Sabbah, Khashayar, and Pezeshkpur--who were also involved in the unsuccessful 
coup d'etat plot of the early summer of 1981. Also, the individuals who 
cooperated with this network were the remnants of the members of the 'Nozheh" 
conspiracy and political bankrupts. 
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He said: After the uncovering of the bomb setting conspiracies of the "Pars" 
network, we succeeded in uncovering the ''Namara" network. The leader of this 
network had direct contact with Israel. The members of this network prepared 
the plan for a gradual coup d'etat in Iran and sent to Israel for final appro- 
val through Pezeshkpur. After studying and examining it, Israel agreed with 
their plan for a gradual coup d'etat. 


According to the plan, first the clerics were to be destroyed, then the suppor- 
ters of Bani-Sadr and Bazargan brought to power. When the plan for the gradual 
coup d'etat was approved by Israel, Pezeshkpur went to Paris and gave it to 
Major General Hasheminezhad. 


3. The "Nima" organization, headed by Dr Manuchehr Shayegan. This network is 
supported by the National Front. The important members which are liberals are: 
Dr Manuchehr Shayegan, Azar Dehqani, Soluki, Pur-Musa, Dr Sharifzadeh, 

Dr Darvish, Dr Afshar, Dr Bagqeri, and Kar’m Amir-Farzan. 


They Had Formed a Cabinet 


He continued: The interesting point is that the members of this network had 
formed their own Cabinet. Manuchehr Soluki confessed in the interrogations 
that they intended to introduce their Cabinet immediately after the success of 
the overthrow plan. The individuals who were supposed to have responsibilities 
and positions in this Cabinet were: Col Azar Dehqani, as prime minister; 
Manuchehr Soluki, as minister of post, telegraph and telephone; Dr Sharifzadeh, 
as minister of oil; Dr Afshar, as deputy minister for agriculture; Dr Bageri, 
as minister of health and welfare; Jahangir Darvishi, as minister of foreign 
affairs; Karim Amir-Farzan, in charge of radio-television and press propaganda; 
and Kurus Sadri, as minister of information and security. 


Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri added: Mr Karim Amir-Farzan was the connection between 
the ''Nima"’ network and the network to "save the Iranian revolution.'"' He was 
the contact between Col Azar Dehqani and Qotbzadeh. 


4. The organization to "save the Iranian revolution,'' which was led by Sadeq 
Qotbzadeh. Its connection was a person by the name of (I1 Alon), who is a 
member of the society of socialists. The important members of this network 

who were captured one after another are: Sadeq Qotbzadeh; Qotbzadeh's brother; 
Col Abolqasem Mohammad Hoseyni, the director of the first administrative office 
of the army; Shahveysi, the former governor-general of Kurdistan (during the 
transitional government) and former ambassador of Iran to Greece during 
Bani-Sadr; Javad Khoda'i, one of the fudal lords of Lorestan; and Zandi, one 

of the tribal chiefs of Lorestan. 


He said: (I1 Alon), who belonged to the society of socialists, gave them 
financial aid and put money at the disposal of the members of this network 
and received the necessary information from the members of the network. 


Also, Sadeq Qotbzadeh prepared a list of the number and kinds of weapons 
needed to give to (Il Alon). (11 Alon) was to provide the needed weapons for 
the members of the organization to save the Iranian revolution. 
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The chief of the military revolution courts added: All of these overthrow 
networks were under the supervision of and received instructions from the CIA, 
either directly or indirectly. 


Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri added: With the latest victorious attack of Islam in 
the Fatholmobin operations, Qotbzadeh started getting anxious, wanting to 

begin some kind of operation. They had nothing in their hearts but futile 
thoughts, because Qotbzadeh, in his own mind, thought he had bought, with 

money or empty promises, a number of the military personnel who appeared to 
express dissatisfaction with the regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran. But 
our military brothers, who are always alert and on the scene, would immediately 
inform the military Islamic revolution court upon receiving money from 
Qotbzadeh and would hand the money over to the court. And we followed the 
events and conspiracies of Qotbzadeh's network moment by moment. 


Once Qotbzadeh personally gave 7.5 million rials to certain individuals and 

had mistakenly thought that he had bought them off and that they would coope- 
rate with him. But all of this money was given by the brothers to the military 
revolution court and the futile and mistaken ideas of Qotbzadeh were reported 
exactly to the military revolution court. 


They Wanted to Shell Jamaran 


The director of the military revolution court said: Based on existing docu- 
ments, Qotbzadeh and other members of the organization to save the Iranian 
revolution and the chain of overthrow networks intended first, by one means 

or another, to bomb the house of Shahveysi, the former governor-general of 
Kurdistan, and the house of Qotbzadeh's brother, which is next to the house of 
martyr Dr Bahonar--both of these houses are around Jamaran--in order to 
attract the attention of the public and the law enforcement agents to the 
above-mentioned explosions so that they would begin investigating them. Had 
these explosions occurred, a number of innocent people would have been killed. 


Then they intended to shell Hoseyniyyeh in Jamaran and, after the martyrdom of 
the great leader of the revolution, a lumpen group hired earlier would pour 
into the streets, create street skirmishes, and in this way, they would take 
over the sensitive government centers. 


Qotbzadeh was very sure of carrying out these futile ideas and false dealings. 
He had even invited two foreign correspondents to have interviews after the 
operations ended and for the correspondents to prepare moment by moment 
reports of these events. 


Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri added: Of course, we captured the two above-mentioned 
correspondents and after interrogations, we freed them. He continued: A 
number of pseudo-clerics of Tehran and Qom also cooperated in these operations 
with Qotbzadeh. Among them was a person called Ahmad ‘Abbasi, the son-in-law 
of one of the respected clerics of Qom who is presently being detained. Mr 
‘Abbasi, in order to help the overthrow network (the organization to save the 
Iranian revolution), had given 5 million rials in cash to Qotbzadeh along with 
other things, which will be clarified later on. We hope that this revered 











clergyman knew nothing of these events. Presently, his son is also a 
fugitive. 


Another pseudo-cleric is called Mahdavi, who is also the prayer leader of the 
Qolhak mosque. In the course of this conspiracy, he had travelled abroad 
several times as a representative of Qotbzadeh in order to coordinate the 
conspiratorial plans and had made contacts with conspirators abroad. 


Also, the minigroups cooperated with this network, among them, the hypocrites 
and the Ranjbaran. 


Immediate Release or Immediate Execution 


He said: Until three days after his arrest, Qotbzadeh denied everything and 
would say nothing in connection with the overthrow network. Gradually, through 
discussions and the analysis of the problems, Qotbzadeh consented to talk and 
to confess everything. Qotbzadeh consented to talk under one condition, that 
after the interrogation and the clarification of the story, we would immedia- 
tely execute him or release him. Qotbzadeh confessed in prison: We intended 
to bomb the house of my brother as well as the house of another member of the 
organization to "save the revolution" by the name of Shahveysi. Then, from 
the houses around the explosion, we wanted to shell Hoseyniyyeh in Jamaran. 
After these operations, we were to surround the residence of Imam Khomeyni, 
the great leader of the revolution, and capture him. Later, we were to take 
the members of the Supreme Council for Defense, occupy the sensitive centers 
of the country, start a civil war through our supporters, and, in this way, 

to overthrow the present regime! 


Qotbzadeh Will Be Tried Publicly 


Qotbzadeh confessed in prison: We did not intend to assassinate the imam. but 
we wanted to capture him. This nation needs a military coup d'etat. Ifa 
military coup d'etat takes place in Iran, the people will support it! 


Qothzadeh constantly says in prison: I am already dead. Qotbzadeh is already 
dead. You must either execute me or pardon me. In any case, save me from 
this miserable life. I deserve to be executed; then, execute me as soon as 
possible. 


Qotbzadeh will soon be publicly tried in the military revolution court. 


In the end, Hojjatoleslam Reyshahri said: During the New Year holidays, a 
group of five or six of the hypocrites drove through Luizan barracks in a car 
and, after some shooting, escaped. In that barbaric aggression, about 12 
innocent officers and non-commissioned officers were martyred. This incident 
is being investigated. 


Also, the agents of Bani-Sadr's escape will soon be tried. Because we were 
involved with the capture of Sadeq Qotbzadeh and his network, the trial of 
these individuals has been postponed. 
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Tehran, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY--Sadeq Qotbzadeh, one of the top ele- 
ments of the fourth conspiracy to overthrow the regime of the Islamic Republic, 
known as "save the Iranian revolution," confessed in detail last night to the 
recent conspiracy in an interview which was broadcast from the Vuice and Vision 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


First, concerning the reason for his arrest, he said: I was arrested in 
connection with the "plan for the overthrow." 


Concerning the motive for this conspiracy and the projected outcome, Qotbzadeh 
said: 


About three months ago, I was contacted by two persons from an officers' 
organization. We discussed and analysed current issues in the country. In 
these analyses, after both sides expressed their views and after my views were 
accepted along with the framework for our actions, discussions and talks about 
the overthrow of the government of the regime of the Islamic Republic ensued. 
In the beginning, about three weeks before my arrest, the question of what 
could be done around the imam's house was raised. 


For this reason, in planning to surround the imam's house, they asked me for 
the map of the imam's house. I gave them an ordinary map prepared by a 
friend. In their opinion, the map was not correct. For this reason, they 
asked me to see the place first hand. 


For this purpose, I introduced them to a friend whose house was adjacent to 

the imam's. They saw the place and agreed that it was a suitable place for an 

explosion. He added: For this purpose, discussions took place concerning the 

kind of explosion and the manner in which it was to be handled. The following 

week (two weeks before the arrest), they announced that their organization had 

decided to make a two-pronged attack on Jamaran, with artillery in the distance 
and an internal explosion. The objective was to destroy all the leaders of the 
government, should they be there. 


Qotbzadeh added: In confronting this issue, I was in a mental quandary as to 
whether this should be done or not. 


Initially, I did not oppose the matter and told them that I would study the 
issue to see what should be done. A week later, after studying the map, they 
said that in addition to attacking the imam's house, they would also do 
whatever else they could to confuse the people into thinking that we were 
avenging the blood of the imam. 


He continued: After this conversation, they decided that they should study 
the plan more carefully and that we would make the final decision a few days 
before the plan was to be carried out. Qotbzadeh said: At the same time, 
despite the fact that I did not oppose the plan at first, I was mentally 
anguished. In view of my feelings for the imam, I decided to oppose the 
attack on Jamaran. But at the same time, I agreed to the takeover of the 
Guards Corps centers, the committee, and radio and television, as well as to 
the surrounding of Jamaran. 
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Attacking Jamaran and Procuring Arms 


Concerning the chances for their success, Qotbzadeh said: Actually, it was 
only in the planning stages; it had not received final approval. Before it 
was to be carried out, we were arrested. 


Continuing this interview, in answer to the question of how he was to take the 
explosives to Jamaran, Qotbzadeh said: The issue of taking explosives te the 
imam's house was discussed after the visit to Jamaran. One of the officers 
had promised to take the explosives inside the house along with some construc- 
tion materials. After some time, he had also reached the conclusion that the 
only way to attack Jamaran was from a distance, that from up close, it would 
be quite improbable. Concerning receiving weapons from abroad for the execu- 
tion of the conspiracy, Qotbzadeh said: Since between planning and implemen- 
tation, we had no more than two weeks at most, there was no time to bring arms 
from anywhere. 


But, some time ago, they had said that they had arms themselves. At the same 
time, they had given me a list and had requested a limited supply of arms. I 
tried to get hold of them and sent the list abroad to one of my friends (Mr 
Il Alon). He had said that if there was money, it would be possible to get 
them through dealers. However, we had no money to send. (It should be 
mentioned: 


[n referring to (Il Alon), Qotbzadeh meant an originally Argentinian dealer 
who is a resident of France and whose first name is Victor.) 


Again, responding to the question of how it would have been possible for the 
imam to remain safe with the implementation of this plan, Qotbzadeh answered: 
Since there was talk of an artillery attack, because of my feelings, I was not 
prepared to agree and intended to oppose it. Concerning the level of his 
financial aid to this group, Qotbzadeh, referring to his confessions in the 
previous interrogations, said: In total, I placed 22.5 million rials at the 
disposal of this group and I also gave 5 million rials to the three I met 

more recently. 


Connection with Ayatollah Shari'atmadari 


Responding to another question concerning whether he had discussed the plans 
for this conspiracy with the religious forces, personalities, or sources of 
emulation, he denied the existence of such a force in the so-called "save the 
Iranian revolution" conspircacy and said: 


This issue was discussed with Ayatollah Shari'atmadari only through a 
mediator. Pointing out that he himself had not travelled for about a year and 
a half, Qotbzadeh confessed that through the two persons who had talked with 
him (Ayatollat Shari'atmadari), he [Qotbzadeh] had been informed that this 
issue (the overthrow) had been presented to him. He added: Three months ago, 
when Hojjatoleslam Seyyed Mehdi Mahdavi (one of the pseudo-clerics of Tehran) 
had gone to visit Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, he described his attitude on the 
whole as very cautious about the whole affair. 
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Qotbzadeh continued: When Hojjatoleslam Mahdavi went abroad, I asked 
Hojjatoleslam 'Abdolreza Hejazi to discuss the whole matter with him 
(Ayatollah Shari'atmadari). As Mr Hejazi told me, he discussed the plan with 
Ayatollah Shari'atmadari in detail. Later, as Mr 'Abdolreza Hejazi explained, 
he had said that he could not do anything before the plan had been carried 
out, but that afterwards, if he were informed about the affair, he would 
endorse me and Mr 'Abdolreza Hejazi. Qotbzadeh added: Following this event, 
Mr Hejazi visited and talked with him for a second time. As he explained, 
the second time, as well, the previous issues were raised. Considering the 
fact that Ayatollah Shari'atmadari again, this time, emphasized his previous 
views that if the overthrow were done he would give his endorsement and take 
steps, he is quite afraid. Qotbzadeh continued: After this event, a month 
and a half ago, after the return of Mr Mahdavi, I told him the results of the 
talks. Following another visit to Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, he said that his 
views were unchanged. 


Financial Aid and the Role of Ayatollah Shari'atmadari's Son-in-Law 


Qotbzadeh added: One or two days after Mr Mahdavi's visit with Ayatollah 
Shari'atmadari, he gave me some money, about 5 million rials. This was the 
only money given to me during this period. He said that he had received the 
money from Ayatollah Shari'atmadari to buy a house. 


Concerning the role of Mr ‘Abbasi, Ayatollah Shari'atmadari's son-in-law, in 
these events, Qotbzadeh said: I have not personally seen him for more than a 
year. But, it could be gathered from what Mr Hejazi and Mr Mahdavi said that 
Mr ‘Abbasi probably also took part in the meeting with Ayatollah 
Shari'tatmadari. At the end of this interview, Qotbzadeh said: What has 
happened to me, I am wholeheartedly prepared to pay for. Concerning the 

last time that Seyyed Mehdi Mahdavi met with Ayatollah Shari'atmadari and the 
results of their meeting, he said: 


This meeting was about a week before my arrest. What I knew briefly about the 
results is that Ayatollah Shari'atmadari had said that after the victory, if 
it should occur, he would endorse it. 


According to the report by the correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS 
AGENCY: Around April 10 of this year, in the course of a stupid conspiracy to 
overthrow the regime of the Islamic Republic prepared by a number of counter- 
revolutionaries, Sadeq Qotbzadeh was identified and arrested in his house with 
clear documentation by the Revolution Prosecutor's Office with the help of the 
army of the Islamic Republic and the Guards Corps and with the cooperation of 
the 36-million intelligence organization. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE ON TORTURE OF REGIME OPPONENTS 
GF031320 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 2 May 82 
[Unattributed commentary: "Confession in an Islamic Manner" ] 


[Excerpts] Following the Sadeq Qotbzadeh show on television, officials of the 
regime brought [word indistinct] ‘Abbasi, Ayatollah Shari'atmadari's son-in-law, 
into the studio for a so-called confession. Supposedly, they want to do the 
same thing with all their opponents, including their [words indistinct ] 
opponents and their [words indistinct] to show that these poeple were members 
ot imaginary plots. Above all, these abortive efforts are aimed at easing the 
way for the government after Khomeyiui, as the rulers of the Islamic Republic 
are very well aware that following Khomeyni's death there is no guarantee their 
government will continue unless they eliminate all possible future opponents 
during Khomeyni's lifetime. Hence, today's discussion is not meant to examine 
their aims, because the Khomeyni clique is more or less aware of its inaus- 
picious future. Our discussion is on the ways confessions are extracted and 

on the type of the confessions of the (?said persons) that were shown on 
television. 


Of course, as far as Mr Qotbzadeh is concerned, his somehow calm attitude in 
front of the television camera was suspicious. This can be explained in either 
of two ways: First, that he himself was centrally involved in the regime's 
plan to suppress the opponents. In this case, he naturally would not have been 
tortured. The other reason for his calmness could be that he was drugged 

with the help of doctors a day or two before his television appearance to 

alter his normal condition. 


But Sadeq Qotbzadeh's mysterious role should be left aside. So far Mr ‘Abbasi 
was concerned, he showed obvious signs of torture. It was blatantly evident 
that Ayatollah Shari'Atmadari's son-in-law had spent horrible hours under 
torture. The psychological and nervous signs of torture were so Obvious that 
the foreign correspondents were distressed enough to report the matter in the 
free world's papers. 


Even if Mr Qotbzadeh's confession was not due to torture, the confessions of 
Ayatollah Shari'Atmadari's son-in-law and others have been extracted through 
unbearable torture. Even taking into consideration the medieval standards of 
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the rulers of the Islamic Republic, this does not have any credibility and 


value, 


What the regime is really doing is contrary to the article 38 of the Islamic 
Republic's constitution and is official recognition of the practice of torture. 


CSO: 4640/277 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ON IRAN'S THREAT TO REGION 


NC301553 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 29 Apr 82 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Text] Dear compatriots! The Islamic Republic which has done exactly the 
opposite to everything it has claimed since the very beginning, is moving with 
long strides toward Iran's complete dependence on foreign powers and toward 

the absolute decimation of our country's national independence. We have re- 
peatedly stressed that this regime's claim of not tilting to East or West, like 
all its other slogans such as independence and freedom and defending the rights 
of the deprived, was made only to deceive the masses. 


In the same way that Khomeyni's rule systematically deprived the people of 
each and every one of their freedoms, threatened the country's independence 
with its idiotic adventurism and has not taken any more toward insuring the 
rights of what it calls the deprived people will, sooner or later when given 
the chance, draw Iran into separation and dispersion or throw it into the 

arms of a superpower. The truth is, what basically forms the foreign policy 
of the Islamic Republic Government is a synthesis of adventurism, terrorism, 
economic and political pauperism, collusions--kept secret from the people with 
whenever possible--and sacrificing national interests for the sake of continu- 
ing a rule which it is not worthy of. 


During the past 3 years Khomeyni's regime has exerted its systematic efforts 
in all the fields we have mentioned. On the excuse of exporting the Islamic 
revolution and claiming the leadership of the Muslims, it has resorted to 
adventurism and subversion, and it has fomented regional countries against 
[ran. This at a time when the Iranian nation has always wanted to preserve 
its Iranian identity and to safeguard its independence and freedom of action, 
to have friendly relations with all nations and to defend its vital economic 
and political interests as well as have peaceful coexistnece and extensive 
cooperation, especially with its Arab and Muslim brothers, to the benefit of 
safeguarding peace and stability and making the superpowers take its hands 

off the region. The Islamic Republic's adventurist policy not only gradually 
sets the Arab and Muslim nations against the Iranian nation's basic and long 
term interests, but it also fans the flames of the constant and historic 
suspicion felt by regional nations and Western countries as to the possibility 
of the eastern superpower gaining access to the Persian Gulf waters thus turn- 
ing Iran's southern coasts and the sensitive Persian Gulf region more and more 
into an arena of rivalry between the superpowers for every passing day. It 


24 





also turther draws these superpowers to this important geographic region and 
increases the possibility of an (?inevitable) confrontation--a confrontation 
and rivalry which will ultimately be detrimental to Iran and to the other 
revional cuuntries. 


What can justly increase the suspicion felt by the West and our southern 
neighbors are the recent political courtings between the Islamic Republic and 
the Eastern Bloc. Dictatorships and opportunist regimes like the DPRK, which 
have now apparently turned into one of the main supporters and partners of 
Khomeyni's regime, were always prepared--as indubitable facts registered in 
contemporary history show--to warmly embrace murderers of naive and simple- 
minded youths who believed their leaders’ ideologies and to wipe the hands 

of these murderers clean of the blood of these zealous and inexperienced 
thinkers wishfully following their red flag. They were prepared to do this 
in their own interests. It is by pursuing such a policy that the life-long 
leader of the DPRK invites the speaker of the clerical Majlis of Iran's 
Islamic Republic, who does not shake hands with the ceremoniously unclean 
communists and who does not drink water from their hands, to sit at the same 
table with his family. It is by pursuing this policy that the Republican dic- 
tatorships' television networks broadcast propaganda films, that the DPRK 
embassy and its agents form the largest and most active diplomatic mission in 
Tehran and DPRK express are invited to solve the water problem in Iran and 
probably next to solve the water problem to teach the Islamic Republic's Nazi 
agents their notorious harsh methods in other fields such as questioning and 
brainwashing. 


(his shows how the Iranian regime's complete political isolation in the world 
has given some (?dictatorships) and opportunist regimes which are themselves 
also isolated the opportunity to exploit the situation. The Islamic Republic's 
alien and undignified leaders, who are now stuck in a bottleneck of economic 
pressure and international disgrace and who are suffering the blows of the 
people's patriotic resistance and opposition, would now be compelled to seize 
the hand of satan too if it were extended to them. The danger which will 
threaten Iran's independence and integrity with the continuation of the present 
rezime stems form this. The Islamic Republic's leaders place the interests 

ot their clique and the continuation of their rule above the interests of 

their clique and the continuation of their rule above the interests of the 
Iranian nation and the political future of our country. Do not be surprised 

if they coin their sly interests and efforts for their perpetuity at any cost 
with such phrases as the Islamic revolution, the interests of Islam, the 
anti-imperialist struggle and so on, because they have no alternative but to 
hide their true objectives under such veils and to justify their reckless 


acts by using such pretexts. 





it is not important for patriotic Iranians if the West is worried that it will 
lose its influence in Iran or if the East is attentive that the Islamic Re- 
public not sell its interests to the West. The Iranian people want relations 
based on mutual respect with all the world's nations, big and small, and 
especially its neighbors and the Muslim nations. The Iranian nation condemns 
the ugly adventurisms of the illegal regime in the region and expresses its 
aversion to the regime's secret plots that are aimed at the further transfor- 
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mation of our country and the Persian Gulf into an area of rivalries between 
colonialist policies. The Iranian nation knows that the continuation of 
the Islamic Republic's rule will cost it the complete destruction of its 
economy, culture and Iranian identity and, ultimately, its national indepen- 
dence. The Iranian nation is determined not to surrender to such a destiny. 


CSO: 4640/277 
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IRAN 





CLANDESTINE LAUDS ARMED FORCES, QUOTES SHAH 
NCO11632 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 30 Apr 82 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Excerpts] Oh Iranian nation, compatriots! We are once again witnessing the 
fervor of the armed forces and of the other children of Iran on the national 
war fronts. Once again the strong arms and the firm steps of the homeland's 
soldiers have started moving to liberate our enslaved country. Once again 

we see the flames of love for the Holy Land of Iran rising in the dark night 
to herald brightness. 


Thousands of more soldiers are setting forth to sacrifice themselves and to 
turn the fields of Khuzestan into gardens of tulips with their blood. 

Thousands of more mothers and thousands of more young women have prepared their 
black mourning dresses, and tens of thousands of children and infants are ex- 
pecting to become orphans. This is the destiny that Khomeyni's Republic has 
set betore them. 


Nevertheless, the treacherous, warmongering and destructive regime has once 
again started shouting that all these sacrifices, all this bravery and all 

this resistance is not to save the homeland, but for the sake of Khomeyni's 
republic of blood and fire. The regime's cacophonous statements are such that 
one would think that their excellencies have personally gone to the front 

under the protection of their body guards, committee agents, revolution guards, 
cudgel-carriers and hezbollahis, wearing the turban of hypocrisy on their 
heads, garbed in the garments of deceit and with the cloak of guile on their 
shoulders. 


This is not the first time that the patriotism of the Iranian soldiers and the 
sacrifices of Iran's patriotic youths are being used on account of the para- 
sistes and traitors. This also happened when the siege of Ahvaz was broken 
with the Bostan and Fath operations. It will also happen in the future when 
all the occupied territories are liberated--and if, God forbid, Khomeyni and 
his wretched regime are still alive--this will be repeated, and the mullahs 
will use the worthiness and bravery of the Iranian soldiers to hide their own 
unworthiness and cowardice. Let these dregs continue their wishful thinking 
and self-deceit. Their delirious ravings cannot veil the burning fact that the 
holy and auspicious feeling that sets off the Iranian soldiers and combatants 
like a raging flood is patriotism and their love for Iran. As the young shah 
of Iran said in his 12 December speech: Today the Iranian army is still alive, 
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combatant and alert despite the purges and the pitiless massacres of the 
officers, NCO's and enlisted men by the enemies of the homeland. 


Our army's epic of resistance shows that the flames of love for Iran burn in 
the hearts of the Iranian soldiers, NCO's and officers and that there is no 
doubt that this army will stay alive, combatant and alert. This is at a time 
when thousands of patriotic youths have eternally sealed their bond with tte 
lranian nation and Iranian nationality with their blood. 


Oh Iranian nation, compatriots: Our nation has had an eventful history in- 
cluding many ups and downs. As Iran's young shah has emphatically pointed 
out: these difficult days are not the first difficult days of our history. 
The objective and hope of all the patriots of Iran is for these difficult days 
to be our nation's last difficult days. 


Our hope and desire is that our zealous and brave army and our patriotic and 
fervent youths will emerge as victors and restore the honor of Iran's history 
not only by liberating the occupied territories but also by saving our nation 
and homeland. 


CSO: 4640/277 
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IRAN 


FREE VOICE OF IRAN GREETS WORKERS ON MAY DAY 
NCO11646 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 1 May 82 
[Unattributed talk] 


[Excerpts] Compatriot workers! May Day is celebrated throughout the world to 
honor the lofty position of workers. Before the inception of Khomeyni's 
wretched regime, this auspicious day was celebrated in our country and the 
Iranian nation honored the tireless efforts of its noble workers. But today 
all the people in our ruined Iran are mourning. 


Yes, dear workers, today each and every patriotic Iranian is mourning and 

cannot congratulate you, their brother and sister workers. We too are mourning. 
However, the day of liberation is not very far off. If you, the respectable 
workers and farmers of Iran, unite, Khomeyni's disgraceful regime will soon 
fall. 


Today the traitor Khomeyni sends you a message. He is the same person who in 
1963 opposed the shah of Iran because he wanted to distribute land and becuase 
he wanted to take into account the country's toiling and backward strata. He 
was expelled from Iran because he opposed the liberation of women from the 
shackles which bound them hand and foot. He is a fanatic and backward apostate 
who has changed colors today and pretends to support you but who has pushed 
[ran toward destruction. Do not be fooled by this great impostor. Most of 
the people who have been martyred in this war--and this war was sparked off 

by Khomeyni--were your brother workers and farmers who did not have jobs and 
who were prepared to go to the altar and sacrifice their dear lives to satiate 
the conceit of a bunch of mean and Godless mullahs. 


Oh brother and sister workers! Be alert and awake and arise to end this 
regime's abominable life. While expressing its sympathies with all of Iran's 
workers, the free voice of Iran hopes that it will congratulate the homeland's 
workers next May Day at a time when the muzzle of the executioner of the ages-- 
the traitorous Khomeyni--and of all of his associates will have been rubbed 
into dirt. 


Our greetings to our brother and sister workers! Death to Khomeyni's criminal 
regime! 


CSO: 4640/277 
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CLANDESTINE RADIO CONVEYS TEACHERS SOCIETY MESSAGE 
NCO11722 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 1 May 82 


[Summary from poor reception] "The teachers society has sent a message to the 
Iranian nation on the occasion of 2 May, Teacher's Day, in which it states: 
We, the teachers of Iran, are once again observing Teacher's Day at a time 
when the Iranian people and nation are witnessing their (?most difficult and 
most calamitous days). It was on 2 May 1961 that we, the teachers throughout 
the country, broke the long silence that prevailed in society and with our 
general strike we expressed our protest against the injustice. (?The lack of 
freedom in the teaching atmosphere) and the poverty of teachers. Even though 
this rebellion initially started off as a teachers' rebellion, it turned into 
a general rebellion in (?a couple of days)." 


This is the same nation which at that time rose against the regime because of 
the death of one teacher and which today is facing a very calamitous situation. 
The present criminal regime has imprisoned, tortured and executed thousands 

of teachers and expelled many more to achieve its objective, which is to ruin 
the country and to destroy all signs of culture and humanity. 


The reason this regime has been able to last so long is not because it has 
spent the country's resources and especially oil incomes to arm its agents and 
to create terror, but because of "the discord and the dispersed and scattered 
nature of struggles and because of the lack of unity and coordination among 
the Iranian nation." 


We express our hope that the country will be liberated from the calamity it is 
facing. We greet the pure spirit of the thousands of teachers and children 
who have sacrificed their lives for freedom. 'Long live the nation's unity 
and solidarity in struggle to overthrow the regime of ignorance," and "long 
live the auspicious and historic Teacher's Day." 


[Signed] The Society of Iranian Teachers. 


CSO: 4640/277 





IRAN 


DEFENSE MINISTER ON ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY 
GF281907 Shiraz Domestic Service in Persian 1530 GMT 28 Apr 82 


[Excerpts] Colonel Salimi and his entourage then left for the factories of 
the Iran electronic industry. He toured various parts of the factories of the 
industry in Shiraz. 


Our country's defense minister in an interview with our correspondent announced: 
We shall soon, God willing, be able to supply the communication and electronic 
needs of the armed forces through this active organization. 


In answer to a question concerning foreign experts [words indistinct] he said: 
[Words indistinct] they have gone and their positions have been filled by the 
true and faithful Iranian engineers and experts who work very well. It is 
certain that there is no need for foreign experts. The evidence shows that 
throughout the entire industry under the control of the Defense Ministry 
[Iranian faithfulness and genius and strength have filled the vaccum left by 
foreign experts. 


The defense minister in answer to a question concerning inventions by Iranian 
experts for the fronts said: Mobile tranceivers have been designed and built 
by Iranian brothers. We used 80 such sets in the Fath al-Mubin battle and 
they were very reliable. Operations cannot succeed without communication 
{words indistinct] which was certainly ensured by these gentlemen. We should 
give the good news to the Iranian people that these brothers are making a 
round the clock effort. 


During his tour of the factories, our country's defense minister said: War is 
the main problem and our efforts are always directed toward supplying the 

needs of the fronts. Colonel Salimi also announced that shortages makes us 
more determined to work more and better in future to alleviate them. The 
defense minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, specifically stressing the 
special importance of the electronic industry, praised the coordination and 
praisworthy efforts all concerned and said: You have taught the foreigners 

and the refugee experts who left you alone following the victory of the revolu- 
tion, in your job in the reconstruction of an Islamic Iran that without them 
you are prepared to be successful in the most complex fields. 


CSO: 4640/277 





IRAN 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNAL HOUSES DISCOVERED---Following a number of unsuccessful assassinations 
in Shiraz, nine communal houses of the hypocrites and a quantity of arms have 
been discovered in Shiraz. According to the central news unit, the Islamic 
revolution guard corps personnel of Shiraz discovered nine houses belonging 

to the hypocrites in the past 2 weeks and discovered 200 types of weapons as 
well as 1,500 rounds of ammunition, 90 boxes of various deviationist books 
contrary to the values of the Islamic Republic and a quantity of secret and 
interorganizational documents of the U.S. mercenary hypocrites. According to 
the same report, seven highly placed members of the hypocrite organization 
[Mojahedin-e Khalq] were arrested through the use of the 36 million-strong 
intelligence organization. Three of them immediately destroyed themselves 

by eating cyanide pills. The communal dens, three of which were the supply 
warehouses of the minigroups, were in the guise of shops and others were 
tunnels dug into the mountains. We should point out that through the documents 
discovered in these dens, the collusion between the hypocrite minigroup and the 
U.S. mercenary feudalists of the area was discovered. The following arms were 
discovered: 153 hand grenades, some of which were homemade; 5 colts; 3 uzis; 

3 G-3 machine guns; 5 RPG-7 rocketlaunchers; 3 transceivers; 1 M-40 machinegun 
with over 1500 rounds of ammunition and 1 Xeroz machine. [Text] [GF261941 
Shiraz Domestic Service in Persian 1530 GMT 26 Apr 82] 


SOUTHERN TRIBES' UNITY--Reports being received some days after the savage 
attacks by revolution guards on tribes in the south continue to speak of the 
tribes" brave resistance on the battlefields and of the heavy losses inflicted 
on Khomeyni's revolution guards. Khomeyni's regime apparently did not expect 
the heroic defense put up by the tribes and "thought that they could settle 
the issue of the southern tribes with their first attack." However, they were 
proven wrong. The noteworthy point in the recent clashes is the unity and 
solidarity displayed by the tribes. The regime's attacks in the past met with 
scattered resistance, which, even though effective, nevertheless resulted in 
heavy losses being inflicted on the tribes. In the past there may have been 
some tribes that thought that staying away from clashes would safeguard their 
existence, but "experience gained over the past 3 years has proven to the 
braves of the various tribes and especially of the southern tribes that in- 
volvement with Khomeyni's regime is inevitable. If the tribes do not stand 
united against Khomeyni's clique, the mullahs and the opportunist revolution 
guards will find the opportunity to deal with each and everyone of them 
separately." Not fighting the revolution guards does not mean that the mullahs 
will leave those who do not get involved immune. The 3 years of clerical rule 
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has taught the people that the mullahs are unaware of such words as logic, 
justice and respect. "The clergymen only fear power and strength, and strength 
lies in solidarity. The battles over the past few days between the southern 
tribes and Khomeyni's guards were a prideful manifestation of this solidarity." 
{Unattributed commentary] [Summary from poor reception] [NC281102 (Clandestine) 
Radio Lran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 27 Apr 82] 


OIL SALES--International news agencies have reported that the Islamic Republic 
is to sell oil to the United States, and an official in Washington has con- 
firmed that Khomeyni's regime has sold 1.8 million barrels of oil to the United 
States for $53 million. According to reports, a spokesman for the U.S. 

Defense Department has officially announced that Khomeyni's regime set the 
price for each barrel of oil at $29.30, while the OPEC price is $34 per barrel. 
the U.S. official explained that this transaction was not a political act, but 
a development that can be described as interesting. Another interesting point 
is that within the framework of the regime's so-called neither East nor West 
policy, in 1 day--on Monday--reports on the sale of Iranian oil to the United 
States as well as on the exchange of an agreement for the sale of Iranian oil 
to the DPRK were published and Khomeyni's prime minister, Hoseyn Musavi 
Khamene'i, announced that Iran is continuing to pursue its neither East nor 
West policy. Meanwhile, the European mass media have described the sale of 
franian oil to the United States as an important development in the policy of 
Khomeyni's regime. The TIMES of London believes that this transaction could 


be a step toward the reestablishment of diplomatic relations between Washington 
and the Islamic Republic. In addition, the Islamic Republic is to deliver oil 
at a very low price to Greece in return for foodstuffs and other consumer 


woods. News agencies have reported from Athens that a trade delegation sent 

by Khomeyni's regime has arrived in Athens to hold talks on this exchange. 
According to these reports, the remarks and the behavior of the members of the 
!slamic Republic's delegation indicate that they are prepared to sell oil at 
any price set by the Greeks in exchange for the goods needed by Tehran. [Text] 
[NC289836 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 27 Apr 82] 


CLASHES IN FARS--According to our correspondent in Shiraz, following the start 
of the armed struggle by the Qashqa'i braves for the liberation of the country 
from the claws of the criminal regime of Khomeyni, the revolution guards have 
resorted to and continue the arrest of villagers and exert pressure on them. 
Meanwhile, the Qashqa'i braves have captured most axes in Fars Province and 
Shiraz-Firuzabad road is still under the control of the brave Qashqa'is follow- 
ing the bloody recent clashes in Firuzabad. [Text] [GF281206 (Clandestine) 
Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 27 Apr 82] 


EP FORTS FOR OOTBZADEH RELEASE--Informed sources have revealed that the regime's 
former interior minister, Sadeq Tabataba'i, who is one of Khomeyni's relatives, 
las started extensive activities to mediate between his old friend Sadeq 
Qotbzadeh and Ruhollah Khomeyni. A voice of Iran correspondent, quoting the 
same sources, adds: On Wednesday morning Sadeq Tabataba'i met with Khomeyni in 
lamaran in connection with this matter, but the regime's officials have made 

no mention of the result of their meeting. Our correspondent stresses that 
from the very start when Qotbzadeh's plot to overthrow the Islamic Republic was 
discovered, some of his friends started efforts to save him, and they are 
constantly asking for appointments with Khomeyni to intercede for him. Accord- 
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ing to the same report, Sadeq Tabataba'i is one of the limited number of un- 
turbaned men who enjoys Khomeyni's friendship and it is because of this that 
he has been able to find a way into the Jamaran fortress. [Text] [NC290804 
(Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 28 Apr 82] 


GUARDS , FARS TRIBES CLASH--Quoting sources close to the Qashqa'i tribe in 
Shriaz, a voice of Iran correspondent reports that during the past 6 days at 
least 29 revolution guards were killed and an unknown number wounded and taken 
to hospital in clashes between the regime's revolution guards and combatants of 
the Qashqa'i tribe in the mountains near Firuzabad. The voice of Iran corres- 
pondent adds that as usual the regime's press has made absolutely no mention 
of the number of revolution guards killed. The JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI newspaper, 
the organ of the ruling party, claimed in its last issue that during the past 
few days 9 Qashqa'i combatants were killed and 100 were either captured or 
surrendered. The report ends by stressing that the Qashqa'i combatants enjoy 
the vast support of the people of Fars Province. [Text] [NC290755 (Clandes- 
tine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 28 Apr 82] 


PURGE OF GUARDS PROPAGANDA NETWORK--A voice of Iran correspondent reports that 
Ruhollah Khomeyni has ordered officials in charge of propaganda affairs in the 
rezime's revolution guards corps to carry out a purge and to employ people who 
are 100-percent doctrinaire and followers of the Imam's policy. According to 
the report, following complaints by some officials of the clerical regime on 

the lack of coordination in the revolution guards corps, the old man of Jamaran 
ordered officials in the propaganda affairs section of the revolution guards 
corps on Wednesday to dismiss suspicious persons and to replace them with 

their close friends who are (?staunch) followers of Khomeyni's satanic thoughts. 
[Text] [NC290802 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 28 Apr 82] 


ATVTACK ON STUDENTS CONDEMNED--News agencies have reported that members of the 


national front have issued a statement in Paris condemning the savage attack 
by the regime's Hezbollahis against the Iranian students of Germany's Meins 


University. In their statement, the members of the national front have called 
on the world not to remain silent on the terrorist and subversive acts of 
Khomeyni's regime and its elements abroad because if they do, the Islamic 
Republic's harsh and subversive activities will intensify so greatly that they 
will be able to throw the entire world into fire and instability. [Text] 
|NCOL1L113 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 30 Apr 82] 


VLANS TO CRUSH SOUTHERN TRIBES--Following the strong resistance put up by the 
Qashqa'i combatants and by tribes of southern Iran during the savage raid by 
the Islamic regime's Hireling revolution guards, the regime ruling Iran has 
decided to form a special staff to plan operations aimed at crushing the 
Oashqa'i tribe. Reports indicate that the special staff's duties will be to 
carry out information and spying activities and even to impose an economic 
siege in a bid to crush the Qashqa'i tribe and other tribes in southern Iran 
at any price. [Text] [NC301616 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 
1330 GMT 30 Apr 82] 


VISIT TO LRAN--According to a central news unit report, at the invitation of 
rime Minister Musavi, Col ‘Abd al-Salam Jallud, accompanied by ‘Abd al-'‘Ati 
Abdullah al-Ubaydi, Libyan secretary for the people's bureau for foreign 
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liaison, will be officially visiting Iran next week at the head of a delegation. 
(text |  [LD011726 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 1 May 82] 


[RANIAN OFFENSIVE--While the regime's radio is talking about progress and new 
victories, world news agencies pointing to a lessening of radio propaganda have 
reported the failure of the Friday attack by Khomeyni's regime. According 

to these reports, the text of the communiques by the regime on war activities 
issued on Saturday and also the cutting off of the broadcast of military marches 
and slogans from the mullahs" government radio show the failure of the regime's 
plan in recapturing the destroyed city of Khorramshahr from Iraq. Meanwhile, 

a voice of Iran correspondent, quoting the Iranian military circles, has re- 
ported that following the unsuccessful tactics of the guards on Friday, the 
army intends to plan a new attack. Informed sources have revealed that the 
vuards and the militia were faced with resistance by Iraqi soldiers, especially 
around Susangerd and Ahvaz. A source close to the joint staff of the armed 
forces of Iran informed our correspondent that the Friday operations, codenamed 
Jerusalem, were purely to test the capabilities of the revolution guards. 
According to this source, even though the guards enjoyed the support of artil- 
lery, armored and air forces they were unable to achieve the objectives of the 
Jerusalem operation. They unfortunately sent thousands of the nation's youth 
to their slaughter. An uncounted number were also wounded or captured. The 
source added that the regime issues the military communiques in the joint name 
of the army and the revolution guards in order to cover up the failure of the 
revolution guards of Khomeyni. This is why the army personnel did not have 

the role they wished at the start of operation Jerusalem. When the number of 
casualties increased they entered the scene and reduced the enemy fire. [Ex- 
cerpts]  [GF020921 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 0330 GMT 2 May 82] 


SHAR L'ATMADARL TRIBUNAL--Mullah Musavi-Tabrizi, Islamic revolution prosecutor 
seneral for Khomeyni, admitted that Ayatollah Seyyed Kazem Shari'atmadari, 
leader of the Shi'ites, is under house arrest, and that a special clerical 
tribunal in Qom will be responsible for the impeachemnt of Shari-atmadari and 
other clergymen opposed to the regime. The exact statement of the aforemen- 
tioned clergyman is as follows: "The special clerical tribunal will investi- 
‘ate the position of Shari'atmadari and other pseudoclergymen."" The Voice of 
iran report adds: The Islamic revolution prosecutor of Khomeyni's regime, 
speaking at the political and oft-repeated charade in the former Tehran Univer- 
sitv, once again attacked Ayatollah Seyyed Kazem Shari'atmadari shamefacedly 
and said: Autocracy is proscribed from the viewpoint of Islam and the people 
should not emulate scholars and juriconsults who act against Islam. But in 

the same breath he advocated the autocracy of Khomeyni and said emulation of 
him and obedience is compulsory. According to a report by the Voice of Iran 
correspondent, Hashemi-Rafsanjani was absent from the political pretense of 
last Friday, and a so-called acting Friday Imam named Mulleh Emami-—Kashani 
delivered the sermon. [Text] [GF030945 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 


0330 GMT 1 May 82] 
ENVOY TO PRC NAMED--The central news unit reports that as proposed by the Min- 
ister of foreign affairs and approved by the president, Mr 'Ali Khorram has 


been appointed as the Islamic Republic of Iran's ambassador to the PRC. [Text] 
[1.0260200 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 25 Apr 82] 


CSO: 4640/277 
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DEPOSED MAYORS INTERVIEWED ON SITUATION IN TERRITORIES 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1326, 2 Apr 82 pp 18-21 


[Interview with deposed mayors of West Bank and Gaza Strip by Farid al-Khatib: 
"West Bank and Gaza Strip Mayors Tell AL-HAWADITH, 'Let the United States Dec- 
lare a Day for Palestine';" date and place of interview not specified] 


[Text] Karim Khalaf: "Settlers kidnap and kill citizens 
and shoot our children." 

Bassam al-Shak'ah: "The Israelis are trying to legiti- 
mize the de facto annexation." 

Ibrahim al-Tawil: "The events created a split in the 
Knesset and affected Israeli public opinion." 

Elias Furayj: Twenty-three Arab policemen resigned 
because they refused to carry out orders to confront 
the demonstrators." 

Rashad al-Shawwa: "There is full solidarity between the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank despite Israel's attempt 
to isolate them." 


"I, Menahem, the son of Ze'ev Dov and Hassia Begin pledge that as long as I am 
serving this nation as its prime minister, we will not leave any part of Judea, 
Samaria, the Gaza Strip or the Golan Heights." This is what the Israeli prime 
minister said during the elections campaign for the Knesset last May and during 
a 1-day tour he made of Israeli settlements on the occupied West Bank. 


Atter his party won the elections and Begin was re-elected prime minister, Begin 
chose his namesake, Menahem Milson, a former officer and a 25-year veteran of 
the Israeli army, to assume command of occupation functions on the West Bank. 
Milson had won the admiration of Defense Minister Ariel Sharon for his articles 
which newspapers had printed. These articles drew a distinction between the 
Palestinian people and the PLO and called for the deposition of mayors who sup- 
ported the PLO. 


Last November Milson assumed the command of "the civilian administration" on 
the West Bank. The Hebrew University "professor" proceeded to shut down Bir 
Zeit University and other universities on the West Bank. He took several mea-— 
sures |that implied] a de facto annexation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
thereby bringing Israel closer to the legal annexation of these territories. 
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As soon as Milson deposed Ibrahim al-Tawil, the mayor of al-Birah last week, 
the controntation between Palestinians on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and 
the ILsraeli army broke out. 


Palestinians resorted to demonstrations. They removed stones from the occupied 
lands and hurled them at Israeli tanks, machine guns and gas bombs. Last week 8 
Palestinians were killed, and about 25 were wounded. In Khan Yunis guerillas 
launched an attack with hand grenades against a military jeep. An Israeli 
soldier was killed, and three soldiers were wounded. The settlers, especially 
those who are members of the Gush Emunim organization, joined the army and fired 
against tellow citizens, killing three [civilians]. After Milson deposed the 
mayor of Ramallah, Karim Khalaf, and the mayor of Nablus, Bassam al-Shak'ah 

he considered this battle which the Israeli army was fighting "the most impor- 
tant battle that Israel had fought against the Arabs" since its inception in 
1948. 


Although what happened on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in the last 2 weeks 
contirmed the pledge which Israel's prime minister had made during the elections 
campaign--he had pledged that the occupation would continue--these events con- 
tradicted another pledge that Begin had made on the same occasion. Begin had 
said, 'We want to live with the Arabs in Israel as neighbors, with mutual 
respect.’ [It seems that Begin was engaged in a post-Camp David battle. While 
Palestinians were tighting the same battle against de facto annexation of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip betore de jure annexation were to take place, 
Bevin was trying to cement "the administrative government." 


Lest Tuesday Begin failed to win a vote of confidence in the Knesset. Focusing 
on listurbances on the West Bank, the opposition Labor party had asked for this 
vote of contidence against Begin. That evening a British television news head- 
line stated, 'Three Palestinians dead and Begin's future in doubt." 


Milson, the director of the Civilian Administration declared that events on the 
West Bank constituted war between the PLO and Israel. He said that the PLO was 
creating disturbances on the West Bank, and he accused the organization of 
threatening public order in the occupied land to scuttle the Camp David accords. 


Last week AL-HAWADITH contacted the deposed mayors ot the West Bank and two 

ther tigures of the popular uprising by telephone: the mayor of Bethlehem and 
the mayor ot Gaza. AL-HAWADITH interviewed the men about the events of the 
uprising, and [it talked with them about] the conditions and the future of the 
west Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


Last week, a tew days after he was deposed, we asked the mayor of al-Birah, 


T } 


[brahim al-Tawil the following question by telephone: 


"What are the ettects of your removal from office?" 
[brahim al-Tawil spoke calmly, deliberately and judiciously: ''The fact that 

a mayor was deposed without cause, for purposes that are purely political has 
brought about this total rejection by the people tor this ouster. That rejection 
Manitested itself in the recent events during which West Bank and Gaza Strip 
residents declared their rejection of Israeli measures and plans. These events 
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attected Israeli public opinion, and this was evident in the recent split that 
occurred in the Knesset, and they affected world public opinion in the United 
Nations." 


‘Question}] What is the status of the municipality of al-Birah now? 


[Answer] There is a military council in al-Birah, It is arresting civil ser- 
vants and torcing them to work, but, chey are refusing. New military orders have 
been issued ordering them to work, out they are still refusing to do so. 


/Question] Have you lost your effectiveness? 


[Answer] The citizens elected us [to serve] as a municipal council, and they 
still see us as serving in that capacity. Citizens are defending that right 
against those who do not have it and who do not have the right to depose (us ]. 


|Question] How would you comment on the ouster of the mayors of Nablus and 
Ramallah? 


_Answer) That measure was expected since Israel is earnestly pursuing the rep- 
ression or removal of nationalist figures on the West Bank and in Gaza. Israel 
deposed the mayor of Nablus and the mayor of Ramallah because it believes that 
this measure would place the Palestinian people in a crisis situation, and that 
would make it possible for Israel to restrain the Palestinian people with plans 
for '‘a civilian administration" and "autonomy."' Of course the matter is not that 
of one mayor or one municipal council. This is a basic and a fundamental matter. 
[t is the question of all the Palestinian people. Accordingly, Israel will not 
succeed in putting its plan into practice as long as that plan is against the 
interests and the basic rights of the Palestinian people. 


'Question] How can this harsh period be confronted? 


_Answer] Our people are patient and capable. There is much hope in them. As 
lony as there is truth and justice, truth and justice will prevail. 


‘Question] How do you view the domestic and the foreign situation? 


“Answer! The situation is sound and quite all right. All citizens are rejec- 
ting the occupation's measures and plans. 


We are hoping that Arab countries will put their marginal difterences aside 
and bear their historical responsibilities toward the Palestinian people tully, 
especially since Israel will not hesitate to occupy other Arab territories. 


We are asking European countries to take stronger action, and we are hoping 
that the American people will intluence their government to change its present 
point ot view. 


Israel has begun engaging in new practices and harassments against the residents 


of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Its indifference to Arab and international 
public opinion or to the United Nations is becoming [more] evident every day. 
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Karim Khalat, the mayor of Ramallah answered the telephone call from AL-HAWADITH 
right away. It was a matter of hours after he was deposed. He answered the tele- 
phone call by saying, "Don't worry! Like steel: the mayor of Ramallah was not 
deposed." 


He explained what had happened in the tollowing manner: 


(Karim Khalaf] About 6:30 this morning occupation soldiers came and took me to 

Nablus where I met with the commander of the central region, (Uri Urr). He 

informed me that I was one of the prominent leaders in the occupied land who 

agitated against security and order. He told me that I had called for strikes 

and demonstrations, that I was a member in Palestinian organizations and that I 

was a member of the Executive Committee of the National Guidance Council which } 
disturbs the peace and prods students and merchants to demonstrate and close 

down their shops. He said, "As commander of the central region and in accordance 

with my jurisdiction, I hereby depose you and remove you from your position as 

mayor ot Ramallah." 


I answered him immediately, "I do not belong to any Palestinian organization, 
but I do belong to my Palestinian people who are led by the PLO. It is true 
that I am a member of the National Guidance Council, but ever since we became 
the targets of assassination plots as members of this council, ever since our 
cars were blown up and our legs amputated, this council has not been engaged in 
any activity. When our people demonstrate, they do so to ask for their legiti- 
mate rights, such as their right to return, their right to determine their own 
lestiny and their right to establish their independent Palestinian state under 
the leadership ot the PLO. We have been fighting for our rights, and we have 
been tighting to achieve a just peace in the area." 


This is what happened with me that morning. I consider myself the legitimate 
mayor of Ramallah. No matter what they do, I will continue my struggle with my 
people, either from city hall or elsewhere so we can attain our legitimate 
Palestinian rights. 


“Question, What is the purpose ot stepping up the Israeli measures? 

\nswer) The purpose is to get rid of the nationalist municipalities since this 
would be the first step toward annexation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
accordance with the "civilian administration" which the masses have rejected. 
The Israelis are planning to annex the land by imposing [on us] the "civilian 
administration" that we are resisting and that our masses are still resisting. 
These are their ambitions and their objectives, but, God willing, they will not 
be able to realize them. We are standing in their way, and we will continue to 
strugele with our people, those splendid people who are making sacrifices daily. 


Untortunately, the Arab world is doing nothing but relay news; it breaks its 
silence only to make statements. 


From this location, from the heart of the occupied land, from the city of 
Ramallah near Jerusalem, the Holy Land, I salute our brothers in the Arab world 
from the Ocean to the Gult in the name of our people. I salute all the Arab 
nations, and | appeal to the people, the governments and leaders--kings and 


presidents--ot the Arab nation to consider the gravity of the situation 
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seriously and to assume a united position so as to stop the massacres to which 
our people are being subjected. They can do so by standing alongside their 
brothers who are suffering and facing conspiracies that no other nation has 
experienced in history since the creation. 


[Question] Do the Israeli measures that are being taken have any bearing on the 
Camp David accords and the completion of the withdrawal from Sinai? 


[Answer] The Israelis are trying to put "the civilian administration" into 
practice by force as a first step towards applying the policy of annexing the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, just as they annexed the Arab Golan which is an 
inseparable part of Syria, a member of the United Nations Organization. Israelis 
are still practicing annexation measures and applying Israeli laws on the Golan. 
Their plan for annexing the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is clear, and implemen- 
tation of their plan here through the so-called "autonomy" or "civilian adminis- 


tration" is being done for the purpose of annexing the land not the residents. 


We are considered residents, not citizens, and this land is considered theirs, 
not ours. 


[Question] Did Israeli settlers take part in opposing the Palestinian demon- 
strations? 


[Answer | Yes, they did. A few days ago they kidnapped a person from the village 
of Sanjil; they tortured and killed him. The settlers join the occupation 

army and the occupation soldiers in firing their weapons at the bodies and heads 
ot our sons and daughters. So tar we've lost 6 people, and we've had 25 casual- 
ties. A siege has been imposed around us so we cannot travel. In all the big 
cities like Ramallah, Nablus and al-Bayrah, no one is allowed to leave or enter 
the city. 


|Question] How can the situation be obviated? 


'Answer] All methods of oppression are being practiced against our people. 

The Arab world has to take action on both the Arab and international scenes 

to obviate such a situation. The bullets of the occupation [forces] are killing 
your brothers every day. We, [however], are opposing them with words, with our 
rhetoric, but the situation must be determined by the Arab nation, by the Arab 
countries and by the United Nations Organization where we are still devoting 


much effort. 


We appeal to you for immediate and expeditious intervention via the European 
or other countries so that these practices to which we are being subjected every 
hour and every minute can be stopped. 


Question] boes the relationship that exists between the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip [on the one hand] and the Camp David accords [on the other] impede 
the annexation of these areas? 


‘Answer! It would not be in the interests of the United States, Israel or the 
Egyptian regime to speak on behalf of the Palestinian people or to determine 
their destiny and their future. We have our leaders: the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. The PLO is the only body that has the right to speak on behalf 
of our question. 
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The Camp David accords, however, are no more than an imperialist, Zionist cons- 
piracy to liquidate the three chief elements of the Palestinian question: the 
leadership, the land and the people. As far as the leadership is concerned, a 
su-called administrative council is being sought, in accordance with the Camp 
David accords, to be the alternative to our legitimate leadership. As tar as the 
land is concerned, it will belong to the aggressors and occupiers. But in the 
Cainp David accords our Palestinian Arab people are divided into three groups: 

our Palestinian brothers who were expelled from their lands and their homes in 
1947 and 1948--and these Palestinians are not mentioned at all in these accords; 
the second group otf our people who were expelled after the 1967 war, and they do 
not have the right to return to their land and their country without the 
approval of Israeli authorities; and the third group is us: the people who are 
living under occupation in our land and in our country. The Camp David accords 
considered us residents not citizens, that is, strangers in our land and in our 
country. Theretore we will continue to struggle to bring down "the autonomy" and 
the Camp David accords which are trying to liquidate our cause. 


\Question}] What can the Arab countries do? 


'Answer) The Arab countries can do something if they want to because they have 
the material power, the manpower and all the other powers to do so. What matters 
is the will. We are [living] here under the most vicious occupation history has 
ever known; we are resisting that occupation by ourselves; and we are main- 
taining an honorable posture. Untortunately, until this moment we have heard 
nothing trom the Arab nation but rhetoric and speeches. Arabs have to unify 

their ranks; they have to use their funds which are piling up in U.S. and 
European banks; and they have to apply other pressures on European countries to 
assuine an immediate position which they, in turn, would use to apply pressure on 
[stael so Israel would stop its criminal practices against us. We are facing 
these criminal practices every second, every minute and every hour. 


‘Question] What can the world do [about that }? 


Answer. The world watches. But we cannot blame the world. Instead, we have to 
apply pressure and prod the world to take action. The Arab world has to take 
serious action and apply pressure on the world so it, in turn, can apply pres-— 
sure on Israeli authorities to make them stop their arbitrary practices and to 


force Lsrael to withdraw from the occupied territories. We need no glory; nor 
io we need to hear the reverberations otf our struggles; but we do need quick and 
immediate aid to stop all these practices. 





Interviewer's comment | Bassam al-Shak'ah, the mayor of Nablus was furious 


when | called him on the telephone betore noon on the same day he was deposed. 
lhis is how he related to me what happened. 

hassam al-Shak'ah]| They entered my house this morning, and they forcibly cut 
tne telephone lines to prevent me from making or receiving telephone calls. 
Then they took me to the administration where the commander of the central 
revsion intormed me of the decision to depose me. In justifying my dismissal 
the decree stated that I had encouraged demonstrations and defiance of the 


lecrees of "the civilian administration" and the decrees ot the military govern-— 
ent. The decree stated that I had called upon people to strike, to disobey [the 
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law. and not to abide by the orders and decrees of the courts, etc. The decree 
also stated that | was a representative ot the PLO. 


Naturally I refused to accept the decision, and I informed them that our elec- 
tion mayor had been against the politicization of [the post]. I informed them 
that the people had elected us on the basis of a position that rejected "the 
civilian administration" and "the autonomy." I informed them that we had resor- 
ted to peaceful means to express our human and national rights and to defend 
those rights from your attacks. You are the ones who are violating international 
law and the agreements of the Geneva Convention and human rights. You are also 
changing the country's geographic and demographic nature and its laws as well. 
You also want to impose [on us] a "civilian administration" so you would shift 
ithe tocus of ] our daily lives from social and national services to services 
that would serve the plan of Israel's policy and Israel's occupation. We reject 
all this in form and substance, and we will continue to reject it. 


Then i retused to sign the military order removing me from my position, and 

I retused to receive it. I asked [permission] to convene a meeting of the muni- 
cipal council, but they insolently refused to allow me and the members of the 
council to meet. They even threatened to use violence. 


{ told them, "You are capable of using violence, and we are capable of enduring 
it.-'' Gen (Urr) then replied, "You are only half a human being!" 


Then 1 told him, "It is true that I lost my leg; you, however, lost your head!" 


Of course I went back and I convened a meeting of the municipal council. We 
met and we decided to reject the Israeli decision to remove me from my position 
and to reject government by "a civilian administration." 


‘Question] What was the situation after you were deposed? 


‘Answer] The employees of the municipality refused to cooperate with Maj (Nir 
Tzurit) who was appointed in my place. Everyone now is insisting on continuing 
to resist "the civilian administration" regardless of the cost. Actually, all 
the mayors are assuming a unified position, and they will assume the necessary 
unified position. 


+ 


Question! What is the purpose behind increasing the number of those who are 


4 


being removed from office? 


Answer! Israel is facing the problem of burying the Camp David accords after 
the withdrawal from Sinai is completed. Therefore, it wants to confront the 
wot ld with the facts it wants. It wants to contront the world with its racist, 


expansionist convictions by subjugating our people inside the country and 
tinally altering the situation. 
Question] What is the relationship between the Israeli measures that are being 


taken on the West Bank and Gaza and the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai? 


Answer! Completion of the Camp David accords is expected, and the withdrawal 
trom Sinai} is expected to be accomplished, but no results on the question ot 
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"autonomy" are expected to be achieved. Theretore, Israeli occupation autho- 
rities wish to impose a "civilian administration" with which Israel can confront 
the parties to Camp David and the whole world as a step toward the outcome of 
the Camp David [accords]. 


In practical terms we have come to the same result. The Israelis are considering 
the land theirs, not ours, and they are using it to serve their expansionist 
Zionist plans, subjugating and expelling the residents for the purpose of 
annexing the land. 


As a result, Israelis have been able to annex the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
It would be a mistake to spread [the notion] that they intend to annex these 
territories. What they are trying to do is legitimize the de facto annexation of 
this land, just as they did with Jerusalem. 


|Question! Has the decree to remove you from office restricted your work and 
your activities? 


'Answer! Practically speaking, my work and my activities have been restricted 
tor 1 year. I am tollowed by a military vehicle wherever I go and whenever I 
leave my house. 


‘Question! Is there a relationship between your removal from oftice and the 
dissolution of the National Guidance Council over which, it's being said, you 
preside? 


“Answer! You must not be deceived by this. The National Guidance Council has 
been tought for a long time with assassination attempts; with the expulsion of 
Fahd Qawasimah and Muhammad Hasan Milhim, the mayors of Hebron and Halhul; with ’ 


the placement of mayors under house arrest; and with other measures. What hap- 
pened recently was a renewed etfort to ban the National Guidance Council and to 
find an excuse to step-up the measures and justify the tyrannical practices that 
were being carried out against citizens and officials. The board of the National 
Guidance Council has not met for more than 1 year and has never been allowed to 
meet. In my meeting with him today Maj (Nir) said that I was one of the tounders 
of that committee. He did not say I was its president. 


interviewer's Comment] On the eve of his removal from office | asked the mayor 
ot the town ot Nablus, "How would you describe the situation in the midst ot 
the events?" 
Answer!) The situation is very bad. According to Sharon's statements, which 
violate international laws and the Geneva Convention, Israel sees herself 
eneayed in a battle inside the occupied areas against the citizens and against 
the PLO. It is using weapons in this war as though it were fighting an actual 
battle, but it is tighting people who are unarmed. We are defending our rights 
through our otticial responsibilities in the municipal councils and in the 
societies and by peaceful means. We are rejecting [all the while] "the adminis- 
tration’ and the occupation, and we are prepared to do everything that is 
required by our battle for the sake of independence. 


Our brother Wahid al-Hamdullah, the mayor of 'Anabta who had been placed under 
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house arrest, was placed on trial. But he visited me, and he went to Ramallah 
to look into the new matter. He was arrested there, and an article from 
AL-HURRIYAH Magazine and other political objects that are not prohibited and 
involve no violations were tound in his pocket. It seems that the Israeli 
occupiers were insisting that his trial be completed expeditiously so that 
matters can be finished in a limited period of time and decisions against the 
municipal councils can be made. 


The occupiers are violating the law. They are imposing restrictions on us: on 
our humanity, our treedom, our national affiliation, our unity, our national 
character and on our social relations. We are also being engaged in a tight for 
the minutest details of our lives. 


The danger ot "the civilian administration" lies in the fact that it embodies 
the latest that has been achieved in racist methods to serve the interests of 
the occupation. The Israelis do not want us as residents, but they do want the 
lund. They want a pure, racist Jewish state. Through "the administration" they 
want to cut off our roots, our relations or our contacts along with any 
ambitions [we may have] tor this land. 


Putting autonomy into practice under the occupation would be the biggest crime. 
lt would [bring about] sorrow greater than the sorrows of war. The Israelis are 
enjoying their torture of our people. I got sympathy when I was pushed one day 
by an Israeli soldier and I fell to the floor. The fall was not very paintul 
because my knees are plastic. Another citizen who fell to the floor did feel 
pain because he had both his legs. But I do not ask for pity; I am defending a 
right. 

[Question] What has the popular uprising achieved on the West Bank and in the 
Gaza Strip throughout the years of the occupation? 

(Answer| There is no doubt that the popular uprising threatened the gains of 
the occupation in the area during the past 15 years, even though the occupation 
did realize the basic elements of and make inroads for Zionist ambitions. The 
policy that is being applied by the occupation is threatening the general 
Situation. 


'Question] How will you confront the situation? 


'Answer] We will not confront it as individuals, but rather as the Palestinian 
people in the occupied land and everywhere. We will confront the situation as 
Arab people, as a progressive world that is rejecting this policy. The question 
is not the battle of Bassam al-Shak'ah, Karim Khalaf, Ibrahim al-Tawil or 
others. It is the battle of our people, the battle of our nation, the battle of 
man. 


/Question] How would you comment on the statements made by western countries on 
the events on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip? 


(Answer | A responsible opinion must be effective. The statements that were 
made by the United States and the countries ot the European [Common] Market 
called tor calm and tranquillity under the pretext of searching for solutions. 
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However, these statements constitute an escape from the real, direct respon- 
sibility toward the basic elements of the existing crime, and there is nothing 
in our material world or in the history of the occupation to indicate that there 
are future solutions. We are being exposed to criminal measures by our enemies, 
and Reagan, Thatcher or Mitterrand would not sanctionsuch measures against other 
nations. 


The world has to respect itself and its humanity by condemning racist aggres- 
sion. The violence is perpetrated by the other party. We are defending our 
rights through our official elected institutions, and we are hoping that the 
reactions of the western countries will be stronger and that they will push 
harder in the interests of the future and of the cause of peace. 


_Interviewer's comment] I conducted the following interview with the mayor 
of Bethlehem, Elias Furay]j. 


Question] What is your evaluation of the situation? 


‘Answer! Things are getting worse. A man was killed last Wednesday in Hebron, 
and another was killed in Janin. In Bethlehem 23 Arab policemen resigned because 
they retused to obery orders to oppose the demonstrations of young Arabs. Our 
colleague Wahid al-Hamdullah, the mayor of 'Anabta was also put on trial today. 
| tou received a threat against my life from the Village Leagues. 


Mr Farij then read the following news item in AL-QUDS Newspaper. "Strict instruc- 
tions were issued yesterday by the military censor to the press forbidding them 
trom publishing any local or foreign news until the news is presented to the 
ceusor and he permits its publication." 


| Question] What do you expect? 
“Answer! We are actually waiting to see what the Security Council will do. 
We are hoping that the United States will not take a position against us, that 


is, dgainst the Arabs. 


Question!) Are the events related to the attempt to impose "autonomy?" 


Answer) Actually the military government has not changed at all except in name 
and title; its organizations and its forms have remained unchanged. The purpose 
of this process is to lead the outside world to believe that there is no occupa- 
tion, when we do in fact have a military occupation and a 100 percent military 
rovernment.e 
Question!) Were the events of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip reflected on 
the tact that the Begin government did not win the vote of confidence? 

Answer. We cannot say whether that vote was a victory for us or a condemna- 
tion of us. Most of the members of the Knesset cast their votes [the way they 


did! tor political considerations. About 20 to 30 members denounced the prac- 
tices that are taking place on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip or did not app- 
rove ot them. This constitutes a moral condemnation of special significance. 
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[Question] Are the events related to the date on which the Israeli withdrawal 
trom Sinai is to be completed? 

[Answer] As far as we are concerned, this has absolutely nothing to do with the 
withdrawal date trom Sinai. What is going on is a protest against the practices 
ot the military government on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. For them, there 
may be a relationship with the withdrawal date. 


_Interviewer's comment] Rashad al-Shawwa, mayor of Gaza depicted the events 

and said [the tollowing]: 

[Rashad al-Shawwa] There is general dissatisfaction, general tension and rebel- 
lion against the torms of the Israeli occupation, whether these are ''the 
civilian administration" or the military government. We reject the very basis of 
the Israeli occupation. There is no difference [to us] between "the civilian 
administration" and the miiitary government. What Israel is trying to do is 
change the name, military government, to "civilian administration" while it 
keeps the occupation intact. 


The Israeli government has intensified its measures. On the West Bank and in the 
Gaza Strip it began practicing ways for carrying out the administrative govern- 
ment that we are rejecting absolutely. We are insisting on our rights as human 
beings: that is, that we should have the right to determine our own destiny; 

the right to establish a homeland and an independent state; and the right to 
choose our representatives in any negotiations that may develop to tind a just 
and permanent solution to the Palestinian question. 


What is happening on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip is a revolution within 
the capabilities [that are available]. We are now in a situation wherein Israel 
has all the power and arrogance imaginable. At the same time we are powerless, 
except tor the power of our convictions and our faith in the fact that we have 
rights which are manifested in and contined to our rights as human beings. The 
actions that are being committed by Israel in the Gaza Strip and on the West 
Bank are actions that are extremely brutal and barbaric. 


We are appealing to the world and appealing to our brothers abroad. We are 
appealing to our Arab press abroad to make our voices heard throughout the tree 
world. We are appealing to them to make our voices heard at the Security 
Council, which is in session, and at the secretariat of the UN Organization. We 
absolutely reject the Israeli occupation, and we cannet do anything about it. We 
are powerless except for the power of our convictions and our taith in our 
rights. God willing, we will continue to hold these convictions and to adhere to 
that taith. We are expecting our brothers and the free world abroad to pay atten- 
tion to us, not to Afghanistan. We expect them to pay attention to the Middle 
East, to Palestine, to the West Bank and to the Gaza Strip. The principal prob- 
lem in south Lebanon grew out of Israel's measures to expell Arab residents from 
Palestine. These people settled temporarily in Lebanon or on the East bank in 
Jordan. 


We now have a total strike and full tension in the Gaza Strip and on the West 
Bank. Today (last Wednesday) a person was killed in Rafah, and five people were 
wounded in Khan Yunis. Another person was killed also in Bani Na'im and a third 
was killed in Janin. 
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[stracli authorities arrest citizens in the streets and force them to stand in 
Lines Like small children used to do 100 years ago. The authorities humiliate 
them by torcing them to face the walls, raise their hands and kneel. 


Question] Why was such a large number of people killed and wounded in the 
ranks ot Palestinians? 


[Answer] The reason for that is that Arab people are unarmed. They are armed 
with nothing but their faith in the fact that they are entitled to what they are 
calling for. They are trying to make their voices heard abroad [and to let 
people know! that they are opposed to the occupation. Israel, however, does not 
want their voices heard abroad. This is the reason for the injuries and casual- 
ties we have every day in various cities of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


[Question] Can the occupation take new measures? 


|Answer] The occupation has taken the maximum measures [it can take]. The 
Israelis are taking our land; they are building settlements on it; and they 

are arming settlers. In the films recorded by Israeli television Israeli sett- 
lers appeared carrying machine guns to help the army crush freedoms and silence 


peop Le e 


[t may occur to them to annex us to Israel, and this has actually taken place. 
[srael has merged the economy of the occupied area with its economy to force 
Arabs to need Israel even for their tood and drink. 


“Question! Do settlers join the army in attacking citizens, especially the 
settlers who are members ot the Gush Emunim organization? 


Answer! The settlers join the army, the Israeli police and the Israeli border 
police [in attacking citizens]. Of course most of the settlers are from Gush 
Emunim, and they are the most fanatic. They warn the Arabs to leave the country. 


Question! Is there sutficient solidarity between the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip? 

Answer There is total solidarity. But Israel is trying to isolate the Gaza 
‘trip completely trom the West Bank. It is doing everything it can to impose 
i total blackout on the Gaza Strip which is like an island inside Israel. No 


journalists or news agency correspondents go there. Newspaper correspondents 
and journalists are restricted to the West Bank. 


Nevertheless, Israel will not be able to isolate the Gaza Strip from the West 


Pank. We have tull taith in the united destiny of the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. One cannot be separated from the other. 

Question! Is there a relationship between the Israeli measures, the fact that 
an ayreement on putting the autonomy into practice has not been reached and 


the approaching date tor completing the withdrawal trom Sinai? 


Answer! I don't believe so. But there may be a relationship between these 
natters because Israel is trying to put a nominal autonomy into practice when it 
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is in tact a continuation of the occupation. Israel is trying to put into prac- 
tice the autonomy which was rejected by the Arabs and even by Egypt to create an 
atmosphere of tension that may help it not complete the withdrawal. 


“Question] Do the events of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip have any bearing 
on the tact that Begin did not win the vote of confidence recently in the 


Knesset? 


'Answer| There is no doubt that the Labor party in Israel has been criticizing 
the measures that are being taken by the ruling Likud bloc. As a result the 

Labor party called for a conitidence vote against the existing government. How- 
ever, some extremist Jewish elements did vote against the Likud because Begin 
was being remiss and was calling for the completion of the withdrawal from Sinai. 


Thus, the vote against Begin's government was against Begin partly because he 
was uSinyg violence on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip and partly because he 
was not being extremist enough by not refusing to complete the withdrawal. 


[Questiun} What exactly is being called for from the Security Council and the 
Superpowers? 


(Answer] What is being required from our people, from the Security Council 
and trom the superpowers is to make our voices heard abroad. We reject the 
occupation; we reject the occupation; we reject the occupation. All the disas- 
ters that we are tacing are the result of the occupation. We are living in the 
20th century, and we cannot apply the law of the jungle to these territories. 
We are a civilized nation with a civilization equal to that of the Jews. We 
cannot be abandoned to the Israelis who would prey upon us and do with us what 
they will. 


Let our voices be heard abroad, in the free world and in the United States. We 
are asking the United States, which is supporting Israel and helping her keep 
the occupied land, to realize that it is the United States, the country which 
advocates freedom and claims to be the protector of freedom and the champion of 
human rights. There can be no difference between human rights in Atghanistan and 
Palestinian human rights. The United States did dedicate a day for the defense 
of Atghanistan; it must do something to defend the rights of Palestinians in the 
occupied land. 


Following this interview with the mayors of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
about the popular uprising there, European diplomatic sources indicated that 
Washington had sent Israel a "severe warning" against annexation of this area. 
It seems that annexation at this time would be difticult due to the popular 
Palestinian uprising, Israeli domestic considerations and U.S. considerations as 
well. Washington is holding Israel responsible for creating disturbances in the 
occupied land while the United States is preoccupied with events in El Salvador. 
will Washington postpone the annexation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip or 
will it prevent it? It it is preventing a de jure annexation of those terri- 
tories, will it keep its eyes closed to Israel's de facto annexation? 


859? 
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ISRAEL 


VILLAGE LEAGUES NEW ANTI-PLO FACTOR IN WEST BANK 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 24 Mar 82 p 5 
[Article by Mikhael Asaf: "Village Leagues--Past, Present and Future"] 


[Text] In the Arab arena in Israel a new political factor has arisen, the 
Village Leagues in the Hebron area, headed by Mustafa Dudin, a former member 
of the Jordanian Government, that is, a man of influence in his area. The 
king of Jordan, who is always engaged in one maneuver or another, now appears 
to support the Plo in its opposition to the leagues. His prime minister has 
issued an order against Dudin's people, instructing them to wash their hands 
of the leagues within 1 month or be declared traitors and face confiscation 
of their property and the death sentence. It was not mere lip service, since 
a few days earlier one of the league heads was murdered. As a result of the 
warning, several people have left the leagues. 


The affair of the Village Leagues, as a local Palestinian movement in Israel 
aimed at counteracting the city Arabs who provide activists for the PLO and 

do not support Jordan, brought to my mind two things from the not so distant 
past, one from the twenties and one from the thirties, during the 1936-39 

Arab revolt, especially in 1938. The first was an attempt made according to 
the political views of the head of the Arab section of the Zionist administra- 
tion at that time, Hayim Kalvarsky, which failed completely. Both the British 
and the radical Arab nationalist movement, which the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem 
started, rejected the attmept and aborted it without any major difficulty. 


The second was the revolt of prominent Arab families throughout Palestine 
against the terrorist gangs of the Mufti, which was quite successful. The so- 
called Peace Gangs were well armed and killed many of the Mufti's people who 
had ties with Nazi Germany. The Peace Gangs had good backing--both the 
British Army and the Haganah. 


Since two good friends of mine--Exra Danin of Hedera and Yehoshua Palmon of 
Ramat Hasharon--were quite active during that time in the Haganah and in the 
political section of the Jewish Agency, I decided to consult them on the 
present and future of the Village Leagues. So far I have spoken only to 
Palmon, who is a great expert on the Arabs of Israel, and I shall express my 
own thoughts in light of our conversation. 
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In recent generations, Arab society has been changing, but in many ways it is 
still ound by ancient traditions. Thus, the influence of the family, the 
tribe, and Islam is quite strong. The uneven change of this society comes 
from the city and from the nationali:': movement. This is why the emphasis is 
on V’.l?age Leagues. But in our time, in spite of or perhaps because of the 
nationalist movement, the bridge between city and village is not strong. The 
Arab nationalist movement is beset by partisan interests, as was proven by 
Nasir and by the Ba'th party in Syria. This radical Arab movement suffers 
from deep divisions. These divisions can be seen in the chasm between Syria 
and Iraq (suffice it to point out that Syria, which is ruled by the Ba'th, 
supports Iran against Iraq, which is also ruled by the Ba'th) as well as 
within Syria itself. 


In Israel, the contrast between the rural and urban Arab population is not as 
clear, but it has not changed in many years. This contrast, which is now 
becoming evident for the first time since the Balfour Declaration, shows the 
difference between the rural culture and the new culture of the developing 
city (at least 70 percent of the Arab population still lives in villages) as 
well as the pan-Arab nationalist movement of the Ba'th and the PLO and others. 
Since the city people are more advanced than the villagers, they are able to 
use their advance’ status with the help of the pan-Arab movement in trying 

to dominate the villages. 


In this respect, one should note, an important fact: Most of the population 
in the territories is afraid of the PLO leadership that might arise if a 
Palestinian state is established. This majority lives primarily in the 
villages. The fear of the PLO also exists in the cities, but the terrorist 
system that was instituted by the Mufti in the twenties in the name of nation- 
alism holds sway over the population to this day. Mustafa Dudin, who has 
influence over the villages in the Hebron area, has dared to publicly 
challenge this fear. 


The PLO reacted immediately. Its people liquidated one of the league heads. 
But this was not enough. King Husayn sees in these leagues a way of 
complicating the situation to prevent a solution of the problem of the 
territories, after the Arab summit conference took them away from him and 
gave them to the PLO. This is why he took the PLO's side and issued an order 
accompanied by a threat for the leagues to go out of business in 1 month. 


There must be people in the leagues who have surrendered or who will surrender 
in the future. But it is doubtful that Dudin, the leader, will be able to 
surrender and give up his plan, which is chiefly designed to improve the 
economy of the villages. For aside from the fear of the PLO (or Husayn), 
Dudin and his people want to develop the economy of the villages with the 

help of the Israeli administration. The experience gained since 1967 points 
to the advantage of cooperation with this administration. Agriculture in the 
villages has progressed considerably, and in the last 15 years economic condi- 
tions have been better than ever. 


This does not mean that Dudin and his supporters are not seeking Palestinian 
political rights, but they do not consider it feasible to obtain these rights 
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at this time, and therefore they prefer the autonomy plan as it appears in 
the Camp David accords. This is the main political disagreement between them 
and the PLO, Husayn and others in the Arab camp, who speak in the name of 
anti-Sadat Arab nationalism, as it were. If Dudin and his people are allowed 
to continue their work and show their effectiveness in everyday life, other 
village leaders in the West Bank and Gaza will follow them, and a new 
Palestinian leadership will emerge. This leadership will be authentic demo- 
cratic Local leadership, not bound by directives from Beirut and not ruling 
through terre’ or forced through free election, as has happened in the 
municipal elections in recent past. In those elections, anti-PLO leaders 
were afraid to run because of the PLO. 


The first condition for the success of the Village Leagues is that the chief 
advisor to the present Civilian Administrator of the Territories, Professor 
Milson, be someone other than the present defense minister, Sharon. Of course, 
the present circumstances are not similar to those of 1938 but are rather much 
more difficult. But those who were successful then, Ezra Danin and Yehoshua 
Palmon, can be quite helpful now as well. 


S1 





ISRAEL 


VARDI, BEN-ELI'EZER INTERVIEWED ON VILLAGE LEAGUES, WFST BANK POLICY 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 26 Mar 82 p 14 


[Interview With Maj Gen (Ret) Rafael Vardi, former territories coordinator, and 
Brig Gen (Ret) Binyamin Ben-Eli'ezer, former commander of Judea and Samaria, 
by Israel Landers; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Israeli policy in Judea and Samaria and the Gaza Strip has aroused 
a public controversy and has become the focus of sharp criticism in Israel 
and abroad. The shapers of the new policy believe that their actions will 
weaken the hold of the PLO on the territories and prepare the ground for 
negotiations on a political settlement between Israel and the Palestinians. 
Those who oppose this policy say that it brings ferment and violence and 
therefore is doomed to fail. We spoke to two experts who in the past were 
in charce of implementing Israeli policy in the territories: 


Maj Gen (Ret) Rafael Vardi, commander of Judea and Samaria in 1967-1974 and 
coordinator of the territories in 1974-1976. 


Brig Gen Binyamin Ben-Eli'ezer (Faud), the last commander of Judea and Samaria, 
1978-1981. 


Question: How do you regard the recent events in Judea, Samaria and Gaza as 
compared with periods of tension in the past? Is the situation now more 
explosive? 


Vardi: The situation is not more serious than in the past, nor is it 
different. 


Ben-Eli'ezer: This is not the first time we have witnessed violence, and it 
is not going to be the last. Some events are the result of our decisions, 
such as the decision to establish a civi’” . administration, and we know ahead 
of time that there will be opposition ans we are prepared for it. But some of 
our moves may be unnecessary, since they provide a golden opportunity for the 
PLO and its supporters to use the situation to their advantage. For example, 
going into Bir Zeit University--I don't have the faintest idea why it was done. 
This university is a hornet's nest, financed by the organizations of Hawatma 
and Habash, and it should have been shut down and I hope this time it will 
remain closed for good. But what was the point of going in? Another example 
is the great emphasis on the Village Leagues. 








Question: Is there any chance of developing the Village Leagues to the point 
where they become important political bodies? 


Vardi: In my opinion there is no such chance. These are small uninfluential 
bodies. Their leaders have only local influence, and their authority only 
extends to their family groups. 


Ben-Eli'ezer: The Village Leagues were not invented today. We have been 
working on this subject for 3 years and I am in favor of the idea in principle. 
But we should have let them develop quietly and take control over the potential 
of the 70 percent of the population that lives in the villages. Instead, we 
have brought them into direct confrontation from the very beginning with the 
environment and have created a wall-to-wall front, which has provided a 
temporary victory for the PLO in the area. We have also forced Jordan to make 
drastic decisions against the leagues. In the past, Jordan attacked those 

who sold land as a group. Now it has pronounced a death sentence against 
specific sellers. This has made it difficult for the leagues to increase 

their influence. Anyone who thinks that the leagues can increase their 
influence overnight is deluding himself. This is a process that may take 
years. It is not enough that the heads of the leagues say they are against 

the PLO. The question is whether they can exert real leadership and become 

an alternative to the PLO. This depends on many factors: the extent of their 
fear of the PLO; the channeling of funds into the area; a willingness to align 
with Israel rather than with others; and so forth. 


Ouestion: Can Israel cultivate moderate elements that will be willing to join 
the negotiations for autonomy or for any other agreement? 


Vardi: Under present conditions, the answer, in my opinion, is no. Perhaps 
if there is an agreement with Egypt about the autonomy there might be leaders 
who would agree to join. In my opinion, the heads of the Village Leagues are 
not influential leaders. The moderates who have influence are generally pro- 
Jordanian. To increase the influence of the moderates we have to come to an 
agreement on autonomy first and adopt a policy different from the present one, 
which alienates the present leadership. We have to maintain an ongoing dia- 
logue with all elements, both radical and moderate, and not only use bayonets. 


Ben-Eli'exer: In the area of fignting against terrorism, we have done excel- 
lent work. We should also fight against political subversion. The pro-PLO 
ideological current is small and its influence should be eliminated ina 
sophisticated way, with a clear program Most of the population is ambivalent 
in its attitude toward the PLO. The Arab camp has not been able to establish 
a leadership, and therefore many feel that the PLO represents them. But one 
should distinguish between this attitude and actual acceptance of the PLO 
ideology. These people know that through the ideology and the strategy of 

the PLO they will not achieve anything. Those who believe in the PLO doctrine 
and in conquering all of Israel by force are a minority. 


Vardi: We should distinguish between terrorist activity, which hardly exists, 
and here the PLO has been roundly defeated, and the local residents’ accept- 
ance of the PLO, which is spontaneous. Long-range planning, hard work and a 
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sensible policy may correct this. But certainly not the kind of action that 
drives the population into the arms of the PLO more surely than what is 
happening today. 


Question: What do you think about the method of establishing order in the 
territories that was used this week? 


Vardi: It was too harsh, especially when you shoot at civilians. One can 
enforce law without necessarily using weapons that cause casualties. 


Ben-Eli'ezer: There were disturbances and we subdued them because we had no 
other choice. The question is not how we brought the area under control. The 
question is whether it should have happened in the first place. The job of 

the IDF is to react quickly and decisively to acts of violence and law breaking. 


Question: Should Israel disband other municipalities after disbanding El Bira? 


Vardi: To whom will we talk about autonomy if we disband the municipalities? 
Will we make autonomy with Israeli officers? In dealing with an uncooperative 
mayor, we don't have to disband the municipality. If we want to bring the 
mayor to the civilian administration we can do it in other ways, as we did in 
the past. We can simply bring him over. We can fire the mayor himself. And 
there are more sophisticated ways. In the final analysis, he needs us more 
than we need him. We have to be patient and not fire the whole city council 
unless someone is looking for an excuse to disband it. 


Ben-Eli'ezer: The mayor of Al-Bira is a member of the National Guidance 
Committee and a strong supporter of the PLO. I assume that the decision of 
the civilian administration to disband the municipality is a stage in a pro- 
cess that did not start in Al-Bira. Hence, there was no escaping such a 
decision against the municipality. Any municipality that does not obey the 
instructions of the legal authority in the area has to take this into consid- 
eration. 


Question: There have been rumors lately that Israel might close the Jordan 
bridges. Wouldn't this be counterproductive? 


Ben-Eli'ezer: The opening of the bridges was also beneficial for Israel, and 
for us the pros outweighed the cons. A decision to close the bridges is not 
an easy one, and unless the situation is so critical that there is no other 
way, I would not recommend it. 


Vardi: There have always been certain limitations of passage for certain 
people. But if someone decides to close the bridges altogether, he should 
explain himself and the consequences. I do not see it as a sensible thing to 
do at this time. The question is what are we trying to accomplish. 


9565 
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ISRAEL 


RISING POWER OF RELIGIOUS MILITANTS IN POLITICS DECRIED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 2 Apr 82 p 13 
[Article by Yoel Marcus: ''The Creeping Coup of the Orthodox ] 


[Text] One's first reaction is to try to make light of Rabbi Goren's polit- 
ical mission to the President of the United States. One can have fun trying 
to picture the talk between Goren and Messrs Reagan, Haig and Clark. What 
did those Gentiles say to one another after the rabbi left the Oval Office? 
But on second thought, I did not laugh at all, because it is not funny. The 
choice of Israel's chief rabbi--and I tend to believe Goren more than the 
murmuring of the prime minister's office--to clarify to Reagan the signif- 
icance of Israel's territorial sacrifices from a religious point of view, 
emphasizing the sacredness of the West Bank to Judaism is no accident. 


Mr Begin wanted to see to it that Mr Reagan did not hear about Greater Israel 
from professional diplomats but directly from a representative of religious 
fanaticism. Rabbi Goren's mission (whether initiated by Begin or extorted 
from him by Goren) is the inevitable result of the creeping coup in political 
affairs. In other words, the Khomeynization of Israeli politics is becoming 
evident in the dangerous wedding of religion and nationalism. 


We see more and more of that lately. Not only do they kill archeology, not on 
only do they tell us whether or not we can ride or fly on the Sabbath and who 
is a Jew, they also try to dictate aggressively Israel's policy. Watch 
television, go to meetings, visit the settlements, listen to the radio, and 
you will find that the majority of Greater Israel militants are those who 

wear skillcaps. Despite the fact that the majority of the population is 
secular, there is reason to believe that their voice and influence will con- 
tinue to grow since the Likud in general and Mr Begin in particular welcome 
the rising merger of nationalism and religion and even encourage it. 


Fvents here are so compressed and intense that the prime minister's outlandish 
commitment to consult the chief military rabbi before doing anything on the 
Sabbath of a military nature went unnoticed when he spoke a few weeks ago in 
the Knesset. Thus, before we had a rabbi serving as emissary to Mr Reagan, 

we already had a super chief of staff, namely, the chief military rabbi. It 
seems that our public has become so used to religious coercion that it pays 

no attention to the growing influence of religious fanatics over the security 
and politics of Israel and the implications of such influence for our future 
as a society and a state. 
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Not just a dovish politician like Yosi Sarid considers skullcaped national- 
istic militancy a central phenomenon in our life, but others who do not deal 
in politics also feel the same way. Dan Hurvitz, a political science pro- 
fessor at Hebrew University, has said that the joining of the religious factor 
with nationalistic radicalization is a dramatic development. Indeed, in the 
first two decades of Israel's history the goal of the religious parties was 
to attain religious goals. The NRP, as a Zionistic party, did not refrain 
from expressing its opinion on political issues (at one point it aborted Ben- 
Gurion's hawkish move), but it held the balance of power because it confined 
itself to religious issues. Starting in 1967, a process of nationalistic 
radicalization started in that party, for two reasons: 


A religious reason--the occupation of the West Bank posed an honest dilemma 
for many religious Jews. Zionism took on the aspect of the beginning of the 
messianic era, as expressed and envisioned in the holy books. 


A social reason--the religious youth, which was on the fringe of society in 
the fifties and sixties, became more motivated. A new young leadership 
arose in the party, giving the party a feeling of new significance and 
centrality. They suddenly saw the opportunity to become national ieaders. 


Not until it joined the Likud government in 1977 did the NRP feel the earth- 
quake that was shaking it. The partnership with the Likud worsened it, but 
the crushing defeat--the loss of half of its mandates in the Knesset--drove 
home the point that the young leadership was moving much faster than the 
party, whereby some joined the Likud and some the Tehiyah. Now the militants 
who remained in the party--Hammer and Ben Meir--become a failing establish- 
ment looking for a home. Hence, if the NRP wishes to survive it has to move 
more to the right to bring back the lost sheep. We are witnessing the phenom- 
enon of a growing vote of nationalistic militants, and anyone who wishes to 
grow must widen his base among those people. It stands to reason that in the 
next elections the NRP will be more radical, both religiously, to compete 
with Agudat Israel, and nationalistically, to compete with the Tehiyah and 
the Likud. 


One has to conclude that the NRP will not remain an open coalition partner 
(as the Alignment thinks) but a regular potential partner for the Likud. 
Professor Hurvitz believes that it is not important what the results of the 
elections are--the Likud will remain in power in the foreseeable future be- 
cause of the support of the NRP. Even if this assessment is too pessimistic, 
we are correct in saying that religious argumentation and religious nation- 
alistic militancy will remain central in our political arena. We will see 
more and more Israeli-style mullahs and ayatollahs dabbling in politics. and, 
who knows, we may have a rabbi in every important embassy to make sure that 
the separation between religion and state is only fictitious. 


Historians will yet write about what that too easy and too great victory of 
the six-Day War did to this state. I have no doubt that one of the worst 
results of that victory is the fact that a minority is trying to take over a 
whole country--the creeping coup of the Orthodox. 
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LEBANON 


GLOOMY OUTLOOK FOR LEBANON AS A STATE 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1316, 22 Jan 82 p 11 
[Article by al-Jasud: "Stars Without Roles"] 


[Text] Have the interests of the Lebanese become different from the interests 
of Lebanon? Or more precisely, has the fate of the Lebanese become something 
different from the fate of Lebanon? This is a question which may have been 
posed before with respect to peoples or countries, but it is unprecedented as 
it is posed today with respect to Lebanon. 


History has seen numerous cases in which one people was divided between two 
countries, or in which a country incorporated two or more peoples, or in 
which a people was evicted from its land. Even the current era is full of 
witnesses to these isolated or exceptional cases. However, the current 
Lebanese situation is practically the only one of its kind in the world or in 
history. 


The Lebanese "state," the Lebanese "nation," or the Lebanese "identity" still 
forms a natural and political reality whose legitimacy, existence, and inde- 
pendence are recognized and accepted by all countries, all of its citizens, 
those who reside there, and even those who are fighting there. 


Among the Lebanese there is no one (except for those who benefit greatly from 
the war and, consequently, have no interest in ending it) who does not want 
statehood and law and order to return to his nation. 


Yet the vast majority of those who bear the Lebanese identity, whatever their 
beliefs and inclinations, do not think about or ask about the fate of "my 
nation" or belong to "my nationality," except for the two things which the 
Lebanese have attained since 1943, that is, independence and affiliation with 
the Arabs. 


Why, then, does the fate of the Lebanese as a people appear to be threatened 
with dissociation from the fate of Lebanon as a nation? 


Why do the interests of the Lebanese "person" seem as though they are 
beginning to be incompatible with the interests of the Lebanese "state''? 
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It has been established that the fateful struggle between the Arabs and Israel 
as well as the American-Soviet cold war, which found an ideal testing ground 
in Lebanon, have had a stronger effect on the fate of Lebanon than the will 

of the Lebanese. 


However, there is a Lebanese responsibility which must be acknowledged; it is 
the fact that the Lebanese are unfortunately convinced, deep in their hearts, 
that their interests as individuals and as factions are in conflict with the 
interests of the Lebanese state and the Lebanese nation. 


This was clear before 1975, when the five independence treaties, in spite of 
earnest attempts, did not enable national loyalty to overcome factional and 
clan loyalties. National loyalty surrendered to the logic of an economic boom 
built upon absolute freedom, employment, and anarchy, that is, everything of 

a nature to weaken the state and discourage nationalism. 


This became clearer and more widespread after 1975 when the factional chiefs 
and party leaders departed from legitimacy and rejected the common denomina- 
tors without which there is no state and no nation. Each "comrade" set out 
to build his country on the debris of, or at the expense of, the Lebanese 
state. 


lf the matter were limited to this deviation, or if the state were able to 
recover its authority and its practical legitimacy, it would be possible to 
close up the rift of disparity between the interests of the Lebanese and the 
interests of the country to a reality or to a desire which would polarize 

the majority of the Lebanese and, consequently, tie together the interests of 
the nation and the interests of the citizens. 


However, the state's resignation from its historical responsibility and its 
satisfaction with carrying out its administrative responsibilities, as well 
as the emigration of hundreds of thousands of Lebanese out of those who 
comprised the skilled labor force, in addition to the birth of new regional 
economic conditions owing to the emigration and forced migration between 
areas ot Lebanon; all of this resulted in digging and widening the trench 
between the interests of the nation and the state on one hand, and the 
interests of the Lebanese people on the other hand. 


Hundreds of thousands of Lebanese who established themselves abroad in Saudi 
Arabia, the Gulf, Europe, and the Arab countries, continued to be emigrants. 
In spite of their devotion to their nation and their desire for its identity, 
they hesitate before the possibility of returning to Lebanon or working there, 
not only because of the space restriction or the poor quality of life under 
the shadow of war or after a war, but because they continue to feel the 
sradual separation of their true interests from the struggle that is going on 
in Lebanon or the unknown orbits in which local government and regional 
politics revolve. 


From another standpoint, there are hundreds of thousands of the emigrants 
who, by compulsion, by force, or by affiliation, have established themselves 
on the edge of the law. They have continued to feel that the "temporary" is 


58 





is a candidate for becoming "permanent." Consequently, they think and act 
on the basis of the new political/factional map which was drawn after 1975. 
[t is not the map represented by the current Chamber of Deputies, nor is it 
the map governed by the President of the Republic or the government, who 
emanated from it. 


This is on the popular level, but on the level of the effective political 
forces, especially those which base their effectiveness on arms, they are 
agreed, right and left, on the necessity of going beyond the state of the 
1943 Charter and establishing another Lebanon. Thus, it will be separated, 
in its slogans and its interests, from the interesis of the hundreds of 
thousands of Lebanese emigrants, forced and voluntary, and also from the 
interests of the "Lebanese state" in its historical and fundamental sense. 


What, then, remains of the Lebanese people if the emigrants are subtracted? 
Rather, what remains of the state if the effective political forces renounce 
it? 


There remains the governmental institutions which oversee the administration 
of the affairs of daily life and preserve the minimum level of legitimacy. 
There remains this legitimacy, which is internationally recognized. There 
remains the Lebanese pound, which has become the sole common denominator 

among the Lebanese. There remains, perhaps, the conviction of the world and 
the Arab countries that it is better for Lebanon to survive than to become 
extinct. And there remains a number of Lebanese, not among the emigrants, who 
want Lebanon to return to a natural state and who cling to this desire. 


These are the factors and elements which are qualified to revitalize the link 
between the state and the people and between the fatherland and the citizens, 
on the condition that suitable circumstances permit and qualified leaders 

are available. 


Everything these days, 7 years after the ordeal and facing closed horizons, 
indicates that the Lebanese nation revolves in an orbit in which the Lebanese 
state does not revolve, and that the orbits in which the Lebanese people 
revolve are daily moving away from the orbit of the state and the fate of the 
nation. 


[he miracle may happen: The interests of international equilibrium, along 
with the interests of Arab equilibrium, may come together with the Lebanese 
will, crystalizing around a new national charter as in 1943. 


Or, international and regional interests could come together without a unified 
lebanese will and impose a fate upon the Lebanese, as in 1861, 1920, and even 
1958, 


Many say that the Lebanese are capable, if left alone, of reaching an 
izreement in Less than 24 hours to start over their national lives. Perhaps. 
But there is a prevalent Lebanese problem which is likely to grow worse: 
Those who have the willpower to make decisions are lacking true vision, and 
those who have a sound imagination are lacking willpower or ability. 
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In Lebanon today there are stars without roles and roles without stars! 


Think: Can the Arab and international forces which are interfering in the 
Lebanese ordeal help the Lebanese determine the role of the Lebanese nation 
in the game of Arab destiny, and select stars for this role? 


Or, can the Lebanese recover the former role of Lebanon and illuminate the 
horizons of Arab destiny, where a gloomy darkness is now encamped? 


At the beginning of 1982 it appears that the first word goes to weakness, not 
to power, and that the Lebanese must wait more than six months before they 
see the end of the long tunnel their fate has entered. 
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LEBANON 


CHRISTIAN TOWN OF AL-QUBAYYAT VIEWED 
Brussels SPECIAL in French No 115, 19-25 Mar 82 pp 20, 22 
[Article by Bertrand Galimard Flavigny: "A Christian Island"] 


[Text] The Lebanese town of Al-Qubayyat is a small 
Christian town surrounded by Moslem villages. It has 
always been there, in the middle of seven hills, over- 
looking the ‘Akkar plain along the Syrian border. Its 
many bell towers are a counterpart to the minarets rising 
from the roofs on the other side of the mountain, 


To get there from Bierut I crossed a series of barriers guarded by Lebanese 
troops, then Syrian, then Palestinian, then Syrian again. Sometimes one 
of these factions decides to cut off the road. Then one must turn back and 
search for another way through until one runs up against another barrier. 


A Symbol and a Refusal 


The approach to Al-Qubayyat is majestic. Before coming to it I saw two 
excavated areas beside the road. They could be taken as symbols. The 
first one, which is round, was an outpost of the towns' defenders. Hunters 
use it today. The second, which is bigger, marks the spot where a Syrian 
Army tank positioned itself, under the pretext of "mediation." The tank is 
no longer there, but the two holes it left have not been filled in. Al- 
Qubayyat was besieged for 6 months in 1976. Despite 6 days of heavy 
bombardment, the Christian population did not surrender. Today the littie 
town seems peaceful, but appearances are deceptive. "Before the war," 
Nuhad told me, “the two communities were on good terms. The atmosphere 

has changed since then. We want to resist the storm, but we know the 
balance is precarious." 


Most of the houses survived the attack on the town because they are widely 
scattered. Their walls are still scarred from teh shelling. About 10 people 
were killed and about 30 wounded. These casualties--part of the tragic list 
of Lebanese victims--are relatively light compared to those of other towns 
which have been besieged and bombarded, like Zahlah a few months ago, or 
destroyed, their population massacred, like Damur in January 1978. It was 
spared, thanks to the people living on the ridges. Used to handling fire- 
arms, they spontaneously formed a defense line. Al-Qubayyat is also “ue 
Lebanese Army's nursery: a quarter of its troops were born there, 
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"If a town like Al-Qubayyat had fallen," Ilyas told me, "besides the 
massacre which would have taken place, all of northern Lebanon would have 
been affected. Michel does not agree: "The fall of Al-—Qubayyat would have 
been just one more episode in Lebanese history. Who would have mourned its 
destruction for more than 40 days? When a Moslem calls for help, all his 
brothers run to his aid. In comparison, there is no brotherhood among 
Christians."' Even in this remote spot, the Lebanese feel foresaken by 

the West. They don't hestiate to let me know it. "Christians never 
attack," Michel said; "they just defend themselves, but to the end." 


They show no bitterness or hatred as they talk to me, just their 
determination on one point: that their country be liberated, that 
“whatever happens, and despite the disastrous past, Moslems and Christians 
should live together." 


Perhaps Tomorrow 


[ saw what might be a preview of this future. A sort of open-air nightclub 
was recently established on a hill in the bend of a road in the country. 
[hat day it had many cheerful patrons. While waiting for the band to 
arrive, I made the rounds of the tables with L[lyas, who introduced me, IL 
shook a lot of hands. Each time, I raised my glass of arak, the national 
beverage, in answer to the welcomes extended to me. One especially 
friendly group wanted to take my picture. "Are you all Christians?" I 
asked my guide. "Oh, no," he said, "there are as many Moslems as 
Christians here." I could ast tell the difference between them. Were 

they the children of parents who had tried to drive each other away? 


Attacks on Christians are an old tradition in this part of the world. "We 
have always lived here, on this land, even before the advent of Islam, We 
are not forgotten remnants of the Crusades. At the time of the Ottoman 
invasion, the Christians took to the hills so as to resist the temptation 
(of becoming Moslems) and to avoid being massacred. Paradoxically, it was 
there in the hills that the Maronite monks preserved the Arabic language we 
speak today; neither we nor the Moslems would speak it in this form 
otherwise.'' Throughout our conversations the Lebanese were constantly 
explaining their country's history, trying to counteract "the West's 
scorn" for them, 





The Church still plays an important role today. There are no fewer than 

17 different rites of the Christian religion in this small territory that 
Christ walked through after the marriage of Cana. Some parts of Al-Qubayyat 
on the hills have two churches. One of them has its own amphitheater for 
meetings. The religious tradition is carried on by a monastery of Carmelite 
Monks and a community of the Daughters of Charity, who run a clinic of the 
Sovereign Order of Malta recently inaugurated by a Papal Nuncio. This is not 
just for show; the people are deeply religious. The churches are full on 
Sundays in Lebanon, "Our only merit is that we live in the here and now, 
provisionally," a young woman told me, 
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Small But Significant Signs 


There are signs of stabilization visible in Al-Qubayyat, however. A florist 
has just opened a flower shop. "It may surprise you, but this event 
introduced a note of gaiety and a civilized air here. Look at the fields," 
continues Ilyas, “they are growing potatoes out there, That's a good sign, 
Wheat is a poor man's crop. We haven't attained the superfluous, but we 
have gone beyond the strictly necessary." These words conceal another 
phenomenon. Far from the capital, cut off from Tripoli by a nearby 
Palistinian camp, Al-Qubayyat is trying to attain a degree of self- 
sufficiency. I visited the towns factotum, Originally a peasant, he 

had learned to cut rock and had built his own house bit by bit over the 
years. Then he got a press and prepared the metal. He can repair 
anything. Machanic, blacksmith, farmer, builder, he supports his family 
while the women perform household tasks and take care of the animals. 

They all make their own bread here, 


A little higher up the hill there is an unfinished house overlooking the 
valley. It could be used as a television relay tower. Al-Qubayyat only 
receives broadcasts from Syria. "This is not good, even though the people 
are fortified against propaganda, The Beirut government has promised to 
remedy this problem." I went through the various floors up to the roof, 
On the way I noticed how clean the sparsely furnished rooms were. The 
bathrooms were as clean as those in the most modern apartment, 


Al-Qubayyat looks like a happy island far from the conflict. Beirut is 

far away; one cannot hear the constant bursts of machinegun fire or the 
noise of bombs exploding--at least one every night--but the people know the 
war is far from over. An elderly priest told me: “Leave Al-Quaayyat in 
oblivion; the devil's eyes know where to bring hell." But how can one 
forget Lebanon? 
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LEBANON 


UEMOGRAPHIC, POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF EMIGRATION FROM SOUTE VIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1324, 19 Mar 82 pp 56-58 


[Article: "The 'Belt of Misery' Moves into Western Beirut and its Suburbs; 
Sixty Thousand Southern Families Cry: Return Us to our Homes and Land!"] 


['ext] The problem of refugees is a most serious outcome of the war in 

Lebanon because of the grave nation, political, human, and socio-economic 
dimensions this problem has and its negative impact on the balanced demographic 
equation in Lebanon. 


Of course it is possible to see every Lebanese as a refugee in one way or the 
other. There are the refugees of the north, the mountains, Beirut, and the 
Biqa’ areas. The worst afflicted amongst these are the refugees who moved 
trom Bei ut to the South, or vice versa. A quarter of a million southerners 
became homeless and lost the source of their subsistence living which had 
protected them from destitution. Beirut alone received about 40 percent of 
these southern refugees. They had suffered considerably before reaching 

the capital and its suburbs, and before finding themselves a shelter. Thus, 
a large number of the uninhabited buildings in Western Beirut and its suburbs 
were tlooded by the new-comers who arrived as uninvited, reluctant guests. 


lt is true that many southerners returned to the South to conduct their daily 
lives under the shadow of the "international security forces." Yet, hundreds 
of thousands are still refugees from their homes. A large number of these 
saw their homes and villages totally or partially destroyed. This was the 
case tor the people of Khayyam, Bar'ashit, and others. 


fhe problems of the influx of southern refugees to Beirut is 3 years old now. 
fhere is no indication of a near solution on the horizon, or even a mitigation 
‘t the problem of dispersion which the refugees suffez in a society where they 
‘ind themselves aliens, and on whose margin they live, under desperate, 
poverty-stricken conditions. What exactly are their conditions? What are 
the problems they are facing? What do people offer them? What does the state 
to alleviate their misery? AL-HAWADITH sought answers for all these ques- 
tions trom the refugees themselves. 


Before the war, Beirut's population was half a million, and together with its 
suburbs the total population amounted to a million inhabitants. During the 
ourse ot the 7-year war an extensive demographic change took place. The 
israeli attack of 1978 had a significant impact on this change. After this 
ittack caused the death of 1,000 southerners and the destruction of entire 
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villages, 250,000 refugees went to Beirut and its suburbs. Eight percent of 
these retugees came from the border sector. Fifteen percent of these elected 

to return to their homes and villages rather than face the hardship and degrada- 
tion ot lite in the city. The major tactor influencing the decision to return 
was the presence of international emergency forces in th South which created 

an atmosphere of safety and security. 


This atmosphere allowed the majority of the refugees from the villages of the 
middle sector to return to their land. Refugees from other villages such as 
those ot the Hasbayya district also went back. Those whose villages were 
destroyed, such as the al-Khayyam refugees, remained in Beirut and the Western 
Biqa'. The inhabitants of the villages of Yatin, Hanin, and Marwahin live 
today in the orchards of Tyre, and Day aZ-Zahrani outside Beirut. Im contrast, 
80 percent of the refugees of the cities of Tyre and Nabatiyya returned to 
their homes, Thousands of the southern refugee families are still in the 
western part of Beirut and its outskirts. It seems that the 'belt of misery' 
has moved from one place to another, but in a more inclusive way that threatens 
to cause serious and dangerous socio-economic and political consequences. 


| entered a building in Burj Abi-Haidan inhabited by refugees from Bar'ashit, 
one of the villages in the middle sector. I climbed the stairs whose color 
lias changed. Those stairs with the walls around them looked like a painting 
drawn by a composite artist. IL reached an apartment door which was flung 
open, in the style ot the southern village home. I asked for the owner of the 
apartment. He was Ibrahim Jamil Farhat who jumped out of his bed to welcome 
me with his southern warmth. 


ibrahim started to describe his tragedy to AL-HAWADITH saying: "I grew up in 
my town, Bar'ashit, in peace. I helped my family plough the land and plant it. 
We used to harvest the crops happily. Years passed and I got married and had 
seven children. I ended up doing what I grew up with, working on the land, 
sowing to cultivate goodness and dignity. I used to be happy; the jars filled 
with olives, oil and clarified butter, being our sources of supply." 


AL-HAWADITH: "What was lacking in your village?" 
[brahim Farhat: "Thank God. We lived happily, full of contentment until our 


town was shelled during the Israeli attack. I left with my children. My wife 
stayed behind at home. After the coming of the international emergency forces, 
we returned to our town. One night the Israeli commandos knocked at our door. 
We opened it. They took us out in our robes and blew up the house. In a 
moment, the achievement otf a whole lifetime collapsed. My house, which was 

two stories became a heap of burned debris in front of my children's eyes. 
fhus, we tound ourselves obliged to seek shelter in Beirut and to live with 
other refugees in this building." 


At this moment, Ibrahim's wife interrupted saying: "We sold our cattle after 
we had tound that lite nad become intolerable. The snipers’ bullets from the 
border sector prevented us trom cultivating the lanc again. How could we stay 
ind survive when we lost the roof that protected us." 


AL-HAWADITH: "I notice that you cannot sit comfortably; is anything wrong?" 


65 





[brahim Farhat (in a sad voice): "I am partially paralyzed because of the 
disasters that befell us." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Do you receive any financial support from anyone?" 


Ibrahim Farhat: "At the begining we were offered bread, but after that, nothing 
at all except God's mercy." 


AL-HAWADITH: "And the parliament?" 


[brahim Farhat: "They paid nothing. All we hear about is committees and 
promises." 


[ shook my head twice and said: "You are right, and you have no other choice 
except to go back to your town. His young daughter replied that, "All my 
friends remained in cracked houses in the village. What am I doing here. 
Nothing. 1 am dying to go back." 


We lett Ibrahim's apartment and went down to the street to hear the story of 
another southern refugee. He too is from Bar'ashit. He runs a small shop 

in a tin and cardboard shack. His name is Husayn Farhat. He told AL-HAWADITH: 
"The town of Bar‘ashit numbered 6,000 people. After the Israeli attack its 
population shrank to 2,500. Most of these are old and disabled. Im the past, 
our school had 700 pupils. Today there are no more than 260 pupils. The 

town is under the control of the Irish forces. Yet, this did not prevent the 
israeli commandos from entering it and blowing up houses. The number of 
destroyed houses amounts to 25, in addition to 80 percent of ail the houses 

in our village which were partially destroyed. 


AL-HAWADITH: "How many refugee families live in this building?" 


Husayn Farhat: "Twenty-eight families, and there are refugees from our town 
in the building of Hassan Faqih in the Abu Jamil valley." 


AL-HAWADITH: “How do these refugee groups live in the middle of the city when 
they are used to the life of the countryside?" 


Hussein Farhat: "Their life is miserable. They work as wage-earners. Some 
of the refugees have sent their daughters to work as maids in houses. This is 
exploitation of the southerners at this point. Moreover, the people of Beirut 
don't teel comfortable with us among them. Today they suffer from what we 
ave been through since 1948 in the South. Our refugees would have starved in 


this city if it wasn't for our youth who went to work in the Gulf and America. 


luere are attempts to evacuate us from the houses we found ourselves in. 
Jhere shall we go? Some refugee families live on the roofs of buildings in 
huts of tin and cardboard. 

AL-HAWADITH: "Isn't the return to the village better for the southerner who 
is not used to this degredation?" 

Husayn Farhat: "We wanted to go back to our land, but of the 12,000 arable 


dunums, we can now only cultivate the northern section because the southern 
tion is threatened by snipers and shelling. The youth of the village do 


not sleep in their houses, fearing the Israeli commando raids." 
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AL-HAWADITH: "And the solution?" 


Husayn Farhat: "The southerner is an ambititous and successful person. But 

the security constraints have reduced his energy and activities. His individual 
initiative guarantees him success in his area and wherever he goes. This 
individual initiative however, should be encouraged by the government. The 
government should support the international forces in the border sector. 

People there appreciate the state authority." 


AL-HAWADITH: "The Social Welfare Department provides aid to the refugees; 
does this aid reach you in Beirut?" 


Husayn Farhat: "This aid is worth 50 Lebanese pounds. The transport to go 
and collect it costs more than the aid itself." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Why don't you collect it in Beirut?" 


Husayn Farhat: "The Social Welfare Department likes to increase the pain of 

the southerners! The Department insists on delivering the aid in the village. 
The concerns expressed by Husayn and Ibrahim Farhat to AL-HAWADITH are similar 
to other concerns expressed by all refugees from the South. AL-HAWADITH 

spent a whole day with them in Beirut and witnessed their misery. AL-HAWADITH 
conveyed these concerns to the Director General of the Social Welfare Depart- 
ment, Shakh Muhammad Mahdi Sadiq. AL-HAWADITH inquired from the director 

about the issue of aid and why it was necessary to have it delivered in villages 
while the refugees were in the city. This aid is comprised of four, dates, 

and canned food. 


The director said: "Aid is restricted to families in the South to support their 
steadfastness. Refugee families and others who are not in the South do not 
benefit from this aid. The southern refugee families living in Beirut have 
registered their names in their villages in the South as residents there. 

These families, therefore, go to the South to receive their allotment at the 
time of distribution. Thus, the fault is not ours. Under the current circum- 
stances we cannot deprive these families of this aid." 


AL-HAWADITH: "How many allotments does the Social Welfare Department distribute 
in the South?" 
Mahdi Sadiq: "In the villages of the central district we distribute 9,000 aid 


packages. Each family receives one package. We also distribute 13,000 pack- 


ages in the border district.” 


AL-HAWADITH: "Is this share, in your view, enough to support the southerners 
steadfastness in their villages?" 


Madhi Sadiq: "In fact this aid is not enough. It should be accompanied by = 
social, educational and health services. We can plant the idea of steadfast- 

ness in the minds and hearts of the southerners by building medical clinics, 

water wells, and by making atricultural product transportation routes available. 
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AL-HAWADITH: ‘Ihe villages of the central district suffer from a lack of 
water wells and health services. Moreover, the roads are full of ditches." 


Mahdi Sadiq: ‘We cannot treat all of these problems with our limited capa- 
bilities. We can improve the situation only through joint cooperation between 
us and the Council of the South, the Ministry of Resources and Public Works, 
and the Ministry of Health. 


AL-HAWADITH: "If fighting breaks out again in southern Lebanon, what would you 
expect the southerners to do under such difficult living circumstances?" 


Mahdi Sadiq immediately answered: "After the first bullet, they will be here 
(in Beirut)." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Lets go back to the question of aid which is said to be made 
of spoiled dates, flour, and old tinned goods." 


Mahdi Sadiq (nervously): "They seat the four, the canned food, and the dates, 
yet they say the aid is spoiled." 


AL-HAWADITH: "But they burned the dates in Tibnin because they were spoiled." 


Mahdi Sadiq: "They ate the dates in Bint Jbail. In Tibnin, for political 
reasons, because they thought the dates were an alternative for aid, they 
decided to burn them. Let me tell you something to prove that the dates were 
not spoiled. The Iraqi ambassador used to ask for some when he ran out. I 
would like toclarify one point: Flour, clarified butter, and dates constitute 
only lO percent of the total aid to the southerners. The rest is determined 

by whatever each ministry has to provide. If all potentials were channeled 

in the Social Weltare Department, that would enable the southerners to remain 
in their land forever. You would see thousands of families going back to 

their villages in an effort to strengthen the South and the whole of Lebanon. 
Until this is realized, the southerners will pay heavily of their property 

and selves for Lebanon, something they have been doing since 1948. The people 
ot the city (Beirut) should reciprocate a little and tolerate some pain today. 
(he solution to the refugee problem is now in the hands of the ‘Senior Offici- 
als', and is totally related to the solution of the Middle East crisis." 
Atter AL-HAWADITH had heard the complaints of the southerners, and head an 
acknowledgement of inefficiency fromthe director of the Social Welfare 
Department, AL-HAWADITH took the matter to the head of the Council of the 
South, Dr Husayn Kan'‘an. 


Kan'an said: "The question of refugees has two sides to it, one political and 
the other social. The two sides are interrelated. Solving the problems of 
each side will help the whole country. The reasons for emmigration from the 


South, produced by war, are tied to internal and external factors. There is 
no definite census of the refugees from the South." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Do you have an accurate census of the refugees in the South?" 
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Husayn Kan'an: "There is no accurate and comprehensive census. The southerner 
emnigrates today and returns to his land tomorrow if security is available. 
More clearly, emmigration is a special condition created by Israeli attacks, 
and sometimes by internal conflicts. If this is of any significance at all, 

it indicates how strongly the southerner is attached to his land in spite of 
the tact that nobody, in the history of the nation, suffered as much as he 

has. He was fated to be geographically located at the border with Israel. 

The southerner should be recognized for his steadfastness." 


AL-HAWADITH: "What is the number of the refugees from the border sector?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "There are 12 villages including Al-Khayyam, which are totally 
empty. The retugees from these villages spread to 121 villages, towns and 
cities. They number 30,000, and make up 4,300 families. Other small groups 
departed from villages close to the border area, but we don't have an accurate 
census ot those." 


AL-HAWADITH: "What is the outcome of the local conflicts?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "Refugees and population dispersion. The rate of this 
phenomenon is subject to changes depending on the security situation." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Do all refugees in Lebanon benefit from the aid provided by the 


Council of the South?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "In the Council of the South, we are permitted by law to 
Support the steadfastness of the southerners and help create conditions of 
peace and security in their land. Financial arrangements were restricted to 
the South. Our task is restricted to the South. If the southerners move to 
other areas, they lose the right to benefit from the council. Most of the 
refugees are concentrated in Beirut and to some extent in the Biqa'." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Didn't you request an amendment to those resolutions and decrees 
trom the cabinet?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "We requested the cabinet to issue decrees that would enable 
us to give compensation to the refugees who were forced to leave their homes 
without food or shelter. Those refugees are today seeking shelter amongst 
their Lebanese brothers. As a Council of the South, all we can do is to 
compensate them if they return to their villages. Our assistance is material 
to reconstruct or repair damaged houses." 


AL-HAWADITH: "But the assistence you provide is little: 7,000 Lebanese pounds 
for each death; 10,000 pounds for every destroyed home." 

Husayn Kan'an: "We demanded that the cabinet increase the proportion of compen- 
sation tor the southerners disaffected by Israeli aggressions. Fourteen 

January I981, the cabinet agreed to an increment in the compensation propor- 
tions. The minimum assitance now is 10,000 Lebanese pounds for each death, 


and the maximum is 25,000 pounds." 


AL-HAWADITH: "And what about compensation for total and partial handcap 
(disability)2?" 
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lusayn Kan'an: "We pay 15,000 Lebanese pounds maximum compensation for each 
case of total disability. The assistance given to partial handicap is deter- 
mined in relation to assistance given total handicap, and in accordance with 
the rules of the Lebanese Labor emergency laws, and the international laws, 
whenever it becomes necessary to resort to the latter. 


AL-HAWADITH: "What about compensation given for each damaged housing unit?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "The compensation given to each housing unit destroyed by 
Israeli attacks, should not exceed the cost of material and labor required 

for construction. This compensation ranges between 25,000 and 35,000 Lebanese 
pounds provided that the constructed area is not less than 65 square meters, 
and the tamily compensated by six persons. If the area is 80 square meters, 
and the tamily has eight members, the compensation is 40,000 pounds. 


AL-HAWADITH: "Has this decree been enacted?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "The problems is that the cabinet adopted this decree, but 
it did not set a date for its enactment." 


AL-HAWADITH: "These limited sums of money are not enough to rebuild a damaged 
house in the South. That requires 150,000 Lebanese pounds." 


Husayn Kan'an: "The fact of the matter is thac the assistance given is not 
a complete compensation to rebuild the house, but we help the family as much 
as possible with whatever the Council of the South can provide." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Where does the Council of the South get its financial support?" 


‘fasayn Kan'an: 'The Lebanese Government provides money from the budget, or 
from the Arab foreign aid to Lebanon, in addition to some international organi- 
zations that used to help in the past. Today the only source of money is 

the donations that come through the Tunis Summit Conference." 


AL-HAWADITH: "The leader of the Amal Movement, attorney Nabih Barri, said 
in a press conference that money was not permitted to go to the Council of the 
South. What do you think of this?" 


Husavn Kan'an: "Our purpose is to get money, and there is no such thing as 
not allowing money to go to the Council. The fact of the matter is that we 
need money. The southerners have a lot of expectations of the Council, but 

it cannot be a substitute for all other institutions which should perform 
their duties. So there is an incorrect impression about money not being 
channeled to the Council ot the South. The council was established to provide 
quick services and to overcome the bureaucracy plaguing other institutions. 
Therefore, it requires more money." 


AL-HAWADITH: "It is said that the money of the Council of the South goes to 
:reas unrelated to the South." 
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Husayn Kan'an: "We must differentiate between the aid that is allocated to 
the South by the Tunis Summit, and what is allocated from that aid to the 
Council of the South. The cabinet decides how this aid should be allocated. 
The council of the South, according to regulations and decrees, undertakes 
construction and development works in the area of the South only." 


AL-HAWADITH: "What do you do for those who get affected by Israeli aggression 
outside the South?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "If we are to compensate all the disaffected in all the Lebanese 
territory, we need a decree to that effect." 


AL-HAWADITH: 'In AL-HAWADITH's tour of the South, we heard many complaints 
in regard to delays in payment. Do you think of putting an end to these 
justified complaints?" 


Husayn Kan'an (after taking a sip of his coffee which has been sitting there 
for over an hour): "My impression was the six committees we had, each made 

up an architect, a trainer, and a clerk, were able to locate the damaged hous- 
ing units. Later I found out that these committees were not sufficient. There- 
tore, six more committees were formed to start work at the beginning of this 
year. We are also in the process of forming six additional committees to com- 
plete the task of locating the damaged houses. The delay in doing this became 
a burden on us. IL personally am very preoccupied with this matter. That is 
why I have doubled the number of these committees. We are in the process of 
preparing new and accurate lists of these damaged houses. So if government \ 
decides to increase the compensation retroactively, we would not have to pre- 
pare new lists." 


AL-HAWADITH: "Why didn't the villages of the border sector get their compen- 


. ow 
Sations? 


Husayn Kan'an: "We do not distinguish between one citizen from the South and 
the other. And we don't recognize what is called the border sector. What we 
recognize is Lebanese citizens and Lebanese land. Within this framework we 
serve everyone. The reason for some complaint is that I tried to relocate 
damages by setting up a special committee for the villages of the border area, 
but | wasn't successful. Therefore, I referred the matter to the prime minis- 
ter and the cabinet for instructions with regard to payments for the villages 
ot the border area; these payments are based on lists prepared by the previous 
administration." 


AL-HAWADLTH: "What do we do for the refugees in Beirut?" 


Husayn Kan'an: "I need a decree from the cabinet. As an administrator, I can 
execute, but I cannot disregard laws and regulations to operate in the South." 


AL-HAWADITH: "What do you think if we build houses for the refugees, and we 
thus solve the problem of the buildings’ owners?" 
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Husayn Kan'an: "We want the citizen to settle in his own home and land in 
the South. This is the task of the Council of the South; steadfastness on 
the land. And, by the way, a delegation from Al-Khayyam visited me. Their 
basic demand was to return to the South. They said they did not want compen- 
sation or assistance, but to have their return facilitated. Isn't this the 
greatest evidence that the southern citizen is attached to his land, where we 
want him to stay. This applies to the rest of the refugees. 


9945 
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MOROCCO 


"OATARI DAILY' INTERVIEWS MOROCCAN PRIME MINISTER 
GF020705 Doha AR-RAYAH in Arabic 1 May 82 p 3 


| Interview granted to the Qatari paper AR-RAYAH's chief editor, Nasir Muhammad 
al-'Uthman, in Doha by Moroccan Prime Minister Maati Bouabid--no date given] 


[Excerptsj [Question] What are the most important developments in the Western 
Saharan question on the domestic level and on the level of the OAU? 


[Answer] Regarding the developments of the Western Saharan question on the 
internal level, I assure you that, from the military point of view, Morocco is 
in control. The so-called Polisario, mercenaries being trained and supported 
by Algeria, is now in the Algerian territories. We are part of the desert and 
the desert is an inseparable part of Morocco. 


On the toreign level, the Saharan question is supported by law and history. We 
have always proclaimed that the desert regions are inseparable parts of Morocco. 
However, his majesty the king adopted an initiative during the recent OAU con- 
ference in Nairobi at the request of some Arab, African and European leaders. 

He accepted the idea that there should be self-determination and a referendum. 
This is the thing that our foes the Algerians, Libyans and other African states 
were demanding. But, amazingly, our Algerian and Libyan foes announced follow- 
ing the Nairobi conference that they would not accept the referendum which they 
themselves had requested. 


|Question] What is your expected stand on the African summit which will be 
held in the Libyan capital, bearing in mind that the recent Nairobi conference 
called for discussing the Saharan question in the Libyan summit? 


[Answer] Regarding the Tripoli meeting and whether the Africans will meet or 
whether a meeting will take place, following the wrong decision, his majesty 
sent several messages and envoys to all the leaders of the African states in 


order to draw to their attention the fact that the OAU secretary general's 
individual decision to accept the Saharan Republic in the OAU is likely to 
cause an explosion within theorganization. As you know, Morocco is one of the 
founders of the OAU and we are anxious to prevent its explosion, but if our 


foes are seeking to explode it we have to give warning. I cannot say that the 
organization has actually exploded by the organization is probably on its way 
to explosion. 
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[Question] Let us move to Egypt. Egypt remains the cornerstone of the Arab 
rezion in spite of all the circumstances. Do you believe that Arab meetings in 
keypt's absence can be fruitful, and what is the reality of what has been said 
about a Moroccan role in bringing Egypt back to the Arabs? 


|Answer] The Arabs met in Baghdad and decided to boycott Egypt following Camp 
David. Morocco committed itself and respected its commitments. When the Arab 
brothers decided to boycott Egypt, we boycotted it because this was an Arab 
decision and a resolution agreed upon in Baghdad. And we did fulfill our com- 
mitments. In fact, following the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai, we must look 
for the positive element or elements in this withdrawal. We have found that 
the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai or the Sinai liberation, if we may call it 
that, is important and benefits all the Arabs. We still remember what the 
Arab leaders stated during their meeting in Rabat in January 1974 when they 
said that the withdrawal of the Zionists and the Israelis from a single foot 
of Arab territory is considered a gain for all the Arabs. Thus, disregarding 
Camp David, the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai is a gain for the Arab nation, 
and the Arab brothers must look to the future of the Arab nation. 


We welcome Egypt's return to the Arab fold and it remains for the Arabs to 
decide how and when should this happen. His majesty sent a cable to President 
Husni Mubarak following the Israeli withdrawal from Dinai. If we were to 
analyze this cable we would find that first, an Arab territory from which the 
Israelis have withdrawn is a gain for the Arab nation, and second, Egypt has a 
role which it must play in the African, Arab and Islamic fields. We would like 
Eeypt to be with us in order to join the rest of the Arabs states and liberate 
the remaining Arab territories still under Zionist occupation. 


[Question] You said in Kuwait that Israel and those who support it are the 
first enemy of the Arabs. Since your country is a friend of the United States, 
do you think it is time to review your stands with this friend? Will His Majesty 


King Hasan [| convey a particular Arab view during his upcoming visit to Wash- 
ington in order to bring its international responsibilities to the attention of 
the United States? 

|\nswer] Sir, I am always surprised by the questions or remarks of--I don't 
say journalists--but some politicians who talk about the United States and say 


that it is an Israeli ally. Have we not known this for 46 years? Is it a 
‘urprise thae the United States supports Israel? 


‘he important thing is that the Arabs must do something in order to make the 
‘nited States understand, and if I may say so, force it to see things clearly 
ind objectively. That is, to see Israel as an occupant of Palestine defying 


world public opinion. Once more I say that the stand of the Arab states toward 

the United States must be United and responsible. Naturally, the United States ” 
is 4 superpower. The Arabs have the means to make the United States under- 

stand--and there is no need to say anything else--that it is not doing the 


rivht thine. 


Concerning what Morocco is doing, Morocco as an isolated state has its policy 
ind sovereignty. However, it is better to have collective Arab decision like 
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the one which was adopted in Baghdad and like the many resolutions adopted by 
various Arab states. 


His majesty will travel to the United States. Naturally, he is the chairman 

of the Jerusalem Committee and he is the chairman of the Arab summit conference. 
He will defend the Arab question, the Palestinian question and the question of 
Jerusalem in all his contacts with U.S. leaders, just as he has always done. 


CSO: 4500/161 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


OPPOSITION LEADERS HELD--Ca ablanca, April 1--Six top Moroccan trade union 
leaders and officials of the banned Socialist Union of People's Forces have 
been found guilty of charges stemming from bloody riots here on May l1/, 
well-informed sources said today. The court also ruled that the six, who face 
stiff sentences, should not be freed, sources said. The six include Noubir 
Amaou, General Secretary of the Democratic Federation of Labour, Mohamed Karan, 
member of the union's cen committee, and Mustapha Karchaou, editor-in-chief 
of the NAL MOHARIR newspaper that is the union's mouthpiece. The accused were 
tirst tried in July on charges of disturbing the public order, demonstrating 
without prior authorisation, distributing tracts disrupting the public order 
and preventing officials from exercising their duties. That court declared 
itself incompetent in August following a complementary investigation that had 
recommended that heavier charges be laid. At the request of the defence, the 
affair then went before the Casablanca Court of Appeal, which upheld the deci- 
sion that the first court was incompetent. Sources close to the Socialist 
Union said the case was then sent to a third court, which rejected requests 
that the six be freed. (AFP) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2885, 

2 Apr 82 p 12] 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION NOTED--Niamey, March 12--Morocco and Niger yesterday 
agreed to set up a joint economic cooperation committee, which a reliable 
source said would concentrate on mineral exploration and extraction. The 
accord, signed here by visiting Moroccan Minister of State for Cooperation 
Mahjoubi Ahardane and Niger's Foreign Minister Daouda Diallo, strengthens 
further the links between Rabat and Niamey. These ties have become closer over 
the past few months, in advance of a meeting of foreign ministers of members 

ot the Islamic Conference due to take place in Niamey at the beginning of June. 
A reliable source said Morocco would take care of security, telecommunications 
and information for the conference. (A.F.P.) (Paris AFRICA AFP in English 

No 2888, 13 Apr 82 p 4] 


CSO: 4500/156 
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OMAN 


DEVELOPMENT, DIVERSIFICATION OF NEW RESOURCES EMPHASIZED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 18 Feb 82 p 15 


[Article by ‘Ali Khalid: "Great Success for the ‘Development Programming' 
Experiment in Oman" 


[Text] The Omani five-year development plan has entered its second year. 


During its 5 years, the first plan was largely successful in scheduling the 
development and progress of the Omani revival as planned both economically 
and in terms of timing. The first year of the second five-year plan has 
followed this same pattern, encouraging Omani officials to launch enthusi- 
astically into support for their development programs through which their 
aspirations and the expectations of their people will be realized. 


Yahya al-Wahibi, the Omani charge d'affaires in Jiddah, said that the history 
of Omani's modern resurgence began its practical and theoretical takeoff in 
1970. In this year, under the leadership of Sultan Qabus bin Sa‘id, Oman 
witnessed the laying of the foundations for this resurgence and the start of 
planning for the various projects in the capital and the other administrative 
regions. Thus, the visitor to Oman today can easily see the vast difference 
between the period prior to 1970 and the post-1970 period. 


There are many projects which have been implemented, are now being implemented, 
or are currently in the planning and study stage so that every Omani citizen 
has the potential to benefit from the effects and impact of this resurgence no 
matter where he may live. Mr al-Wahibi added that Oman successfully concluded 
the implementation of its first five-year plan, which began in 1976, and then 
went right into the implementation of its second five-year plan in 1981. 

Just as the first five-year plan was very successful in its programs, projects, 
plans, and studies, the second five-year plan, which began the first of last 
year, promises to be very successful. This will enable Oman to achieve the 
total revival it is seeking, including all services, facilities, projects, 

and works in the fields of agriculture, industry, the economy, health, 
education, housing, and other vital fields. 


He asserted that by the end of 1985, Oman will have achieved many of the 
accomplishments in the various fields and facilities so that the Omani citizen 
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may have greater comfort and prosperity. This is what the state is working 
to sccomplish through the development plans. 


trategy of the Plan 


In his interview with AL-RIYAD, Mr al-Wahihi explained that the Development 
Ccuncil in the Sultanate of Oman has established a strategy for Oman's develop- 
ment plans under the guidance of Sultan Qabus bin Sa'id. This strategy 
includes 10 main pillars which form the foundation for development: 

--Working to develop new sources of national income that will stand alongside 

oil revenues and take their place in the future. 

--Increasing the percentage of investments channeled into income-producing 

projects, particularly in the fields of industry, mining, agriculture, and 

tish resources. 

--Distributing investments geographically so that they will provide benefits 

to the various areas of the country and all its people and so that the 

disparities in the standards of living among the different areas can be 
liminated. Special priority should be given to those areas that are the 
least advanced at the present time. 

--Supporting and developing the existing population centers and protecting 

them from the danger of mass immigrations into the heavily populated zones. ol 

the environment. 

attention to water resources as a vital and necessary element in 

the continuation and growth of economic activity. 

--—Devoting attention to the development of domestic manpower resources so 

that they can play their full role in the uational economy. 

mpleting the basic elements of the infrastructure. 

--Supporting domestic commercial activity; eliminating difficulties in trans- 

sort and storage as well as the various obstacles that prevent the commercial 
arkets from fully realizing the goal of increased competitive activity; 

ensuring reasonable price levels. 

Completing the basic elements necessary for a free national economy based 
the activity of the private sector in a framework of free competition with- 
monopoiy. This should be done through the provision of loans to vital 
‘iects in accordance with tne available resources of the state. 


+ 


fficiency of the State Administrative Apparatus 


rough these basic pillars, by which Oman's development plans--both the new 
ond five-year plan and the first-year plan--proceed, the sultanate stands 
he verge of a bright future. The features and forms of this future in 
~ hope, work, and construction have already begun to emerge on the 
complete revival. 


8 








PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


GOVERNMENT OPENS DOOR FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 252, 7 Mar 82, p 40 


[Text] After years of self-isolation, intentional for some and compulsory 
tor others, South Yemen has apparently decided to open the door slightly--but 
not all the way--to foreign investments. This move was accomplished through 
the recently issued Law for the Encouragement of Investment. 


Some observers attribute the issuing of this law to a need that became urgent 
after the recent commercially expolitable oil discoveries. Others attribute 
the move to a wish expressed by the Aden government to some Gulf brothers-- 
and agreed to in principle by these brothers--calling for participation in an 
extensive industrialization program which South Yemen intends to undertake in 
the near future and which must have sufficient capital. 


Whether either one of these reasons or both apply, the new investment law 
specified the purpose of investment as follows: to contribute to the achieve- 
ment of the goals of the economic and social development plan in the PDRY and 
to help encourage Yemeni sources of capital to invest in the development plans. 
For this reason, priority is given to joint projects when the applications of 
investors are examined. 


Accordingly, the law stipulated that it is unlawful to impound, freeze, con- 
fiscate, or sequester funds of the projects except through due process. It 
is evident that this stipulation agrees letter for letter with a similar 
stipulation appearing in the Joint Arab Companies Agreement submitted in the 
recent session of hhe Arab Social and Economic Council held in Tunis. The 


council is an organization of the Arab League. 


The law states that invested capital includes all fixed and movable property 
owned by a real or legal person or persons, whether Yemeni, Arab, or foreign, 
while the term "project" includes any unit or installation operating in the 
field of production which has a capital of not less than 5,000 dinars and is 
established in accordance with the law. 


The organization that oversees the establishment of companies or the existence 
of projects is the Permé:-ent Committee for the Promotion of Investment, which 
is under the Ministry of Planning and is headed by the minister of planning 

himselt. The committee was granted the right to ask the concerned agencies to 
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impose protection to encourage a particular project's production. For in- 
stance, it may request a halt to the importation of a competing or substitute 
foreign product or a restriction on such importation or it may ask for the 
imposition of taxes or customs fees, among other actions. 


Exemption and Concessions 


Projects licensed through these means are exempted from taxes and customs fees 
on the imports necessary for the projects. These projects are also exempted 
from income tax for a period not exceeding 5 years from the beginning of actual 
production. The project is also granted the right to carry forward any losses 
it might incur. 


The law permits the retransfer of capital invested in the projects outside the 
country in the currency in which it was brought in or in any convertible 
currency under the following conditions: 

--Permission to retransfer the net value of the project after a period of 
investment of 5 years. 

--Permission to retransfer the value of the project to the agency from which 
it came after a period of 1 year from the date of arrival if difficulties pre- 
vent its investment or if it becomes evident for reasons beyond the investor's 
control that it will not be possible to continue the investment of the 
transferred capital. 


The law defines invested Arab and foreign capital as cash or securities con- 
vertible into free currency transferred to the republic by a legal Arab or 
foreign person or persons and the equipment and raw materials necessary to 
set up the project. Also included in this definition are intangible rights 
such as rights to inventions, business relations, trademarks, and profits and 
reserves resulting from the investment of Arab or foreign capital. 
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SYRIA 


MII.ITARY RESPONSE TO GOLAN ANNEXATION STILL AN OPTION 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1316, 22 Jan 82 p 12 


[Article by Ibrahim al-Barjawi: "Likelihood of War and Peace after Golan 
Annexation: Damascus Intent on Military Option if Security Council Efforts 
Fail" ] 


[Text] Before and after the two events--"taking advantage" of the Golan and 
the declaration of an emergency in Poland--Lebanon witnessed large scale 
security blowups. The most important means for these were boobytrapped cars 
and the resumption of sniping and kidnapping on numerous axes near lines of 
contact in Beirut. 


These blowups, in spite of their seriousness and the large number of victims, 
have become another reality to which the Lebanese have become accustomed. But 
a great unrest occupies the Lebanese now; it deals especially with their fate 
in the immediate future in light of reactions to these two events and 

whether these reactions will witness dramatic, more dangerous developments 

on the Lebanese scene, especially in the South, or if they will stay within 
their present scope, satisfied with the lives they have reaped. The last 
incident in a series of political purges was the assassination of the Minister 
Plenipotentiary at the Algerian Embassy, Rabih Kharwa'. 


Former president Camille Sham'un says that his long experience has taught him 
that Israel does not make two strikes at the same time, and especially that 
its tirst strike in the Golan did not go well on a very important level in 
the composition of Israel itself, which is the strategic American-Israeli 
relationship. In his opinion the Polish movement is mirrored by the Golan 

in this region. Its results will be restricted to whatever is between Syria 
and Israel. 


Shaykh Bashir al-Jumayyil, in spite of his optimism toward the future of 

the Lebanese crisis as a result of a remarkable Lebanese-Lebanese rapproche- 
ment he has noticed, and in spite of his faith in former preident Sham'un, 
nonetheless fears extensive security reflections and the extension of security 
relapses from west to east. Therefore, he intends to call up the Lebanese 
Army reservists. 


the Palestinians are also deeply fearful. A state of emergency has been 
declared among their fighters, and the situation is the same with respect to 
the groups of the entire nationalist movement. 
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As tor the government, intermediaries of the prime minister Mr Shafigq 
il-Wassan, feel that experiments have proven that Lebanon is always the focal 
oint of everyone's anger and that it is the hostage which is always easy to 
vrab by the neck and choke. Thus, they expect the Poland and Golan events to 
have more serious effects than they do now, and that any future reaction to 
the Golan annexation will be in Lebanon for the most part. 


These intermediaries stated that if Syria wants to recover the Golan from 
Israel "taking advantage" of it, as Egypt reclaimed the Sinai, it had a 

volden opportunity before it to capitalize on the invitation from Israel's 
prime minister to negotiate over the Golan immediately following the Knesset's 
annexation decision. However, Syria rejected the partial solution and is 
clinging to a comprehensive solution to the regional crisis. Therefore, its 
reaction will never be silence; rather, through this response it will try 

to accelerate efforts toward the comprehensive solution, whether peacefully 

or militarily. 


in this regard, intormed diplomatic sources state that Syria is now awaiting 
the ettects of these two situations on the Security Council's discussions, to 
watch the extent of Israel's response to its decision to call for Israel to 
withdraw trom the Golan annexation. If the Security Council is able to 
institute sanctions against an Israel which announces non-withdrawal, Syria 


? 


will capitalize on this to institute one of two plans, or both. 


~~ 
~ 
: 

4 


st plan: Proceed with peaceful efforts, converting the Golan problem into 
in excuse to find a peaceful solution to the entire problem which is quick, 


prehensive and just. 


in this regard, Syria may intend to propose a peaceful initiative, or accept 
‘rince Fahd's initiative after it is modified. This will be at an Arab 

mit conterence to be held soon. This explains Syria's request to postpone y 
the Arab Foreign Ministers' conference. 


the evening the extraordinary national conference of the Ba'th Arab 
Socialist Party was convened in Damascus, during the second day of which 
| announced the Golan annexation decisions, concerning the Saudi initia- 
tive an intormed leader said that the Syrian government has not rejected the 
initiative and has not criticized the Saudis for their work on the [Syrian] 


tional problem or their help to Syria in standing fast without the rest of 
\rab nations, in spite of the fact that some of them are allies. However, 
was the opinion of the Syrian government that the initiative would gain, 


example, at least America's approval, if it does not gain Israel's 


reacetul solution is the way of Washington and Tel Aviv, not of the Arab 


itries, which are satisfied with the United Nations resolutions. 


plan: That Syria intends to take the military option in the event 
rnational efforts tail to impose withdrawal upon Israel. 


ader himselt states thac Syria possesses great military 
ibilities, but they are not able to defeat Israel alone. Rather, they 








’?} 


be struck, but they will also strike. They are capable of dealing 
evere blows to Israel itself. Their war will be legitimate, because they 
will be implementing the Security Council resolution not to annex the Golan 
to Israel. It is obvious that Syria entering into a war which lasts several 
ays will virtually force the Arab countries to enter into it. It will face 


them with an accomplished fact which cannot be ignored. 


Here, an Arab diplomat recalls what President Hafiz al-Asad said at the 
Bayhdad summit conference, to the effect that Syria has decided to oppose the 
line of capitulation, even if it remains alone in the arena. Syria is not 
trightened by considering the gains or losses. Note that it has compiled 

its military strategy on the basis of standing fast as long as possible before 
israel. It now has close to a half million fighters, which can be raised in 
hours to 900,000 or a million fighters by calling up the national guard 
personnel throughout Syria. Israel may be able to destroy the commercial 
ports and a few Syrian cities, but Israeli cities and ports will be within 
reach ot Syrian weapons this time. Afterwards, it could be said that Syria 
ought ror all the Arabs, or that it was destroyed in defense of their rights. 


But why is Syria alone? ...and what about the nations of the Eastern Front? 
In spite of the great assistance with which the radical Arab nations may 
support Syria, the problem is not in Syria entering into a war with Israel, 
as some military analysts say. 


The presence of international forces is a great obstacle on this road. Other 
obstacles are the international situation, the Soviets’ preoccupation with 
Poland, the strategic arms limitation talks in Geneva, and the viewpoint in 


which Moscow sees the triendship pact with Syria--does it deal with Israeli 
isuression against Israel only, does it consider the liberation of the Golan 
t Israeli aggression, etc.? And then, what will be America's reaction? 
‘or this reason, political intermediaries say that it is expected that Syria 
will be compelled to replace "war of liberation" with "war of attrition," 


irtillery shelling under the protection of surface-to-air missiles and 
pening the door wider to Palestinian guerrilla operations undertaken from 
Syrian territory. 


However, these intermediaries add, this war may push Israel to a large-scale 
ittack on Syria, which will definitely lead to all-out wer, or it will proceed 
vent its anger' in Lebanon and upon Syrian forces there. 
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TUNISIA 


INTERVLEW WITH AHMAD BEN SALAH 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 29 Jan 82 pp 4-5 


[Interview with Ahmad Ben Salah by Hammadi Ibn Sa'id: "Here is Ahmad Ben 
Salah 1982"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The first part of the interview, which we conducted with Ahmad Ben 
Salah dealt with strictly Tunisian affairs. In the second and final part, 
which we are publishing today, we deal with issues of the Arab Maghreb; Poland 
and other matters. 


[Question] If you permit, let us move along to the second part of the inter- 
view, which will deal with foreign policy. Let's begin with the Maghreb. 

When you were an official, you were a believer in a Greater Maghreb. This 
concept lives today among tensions and is the subject of speculation by the 
major powers, which might mean some unhappy surprises for it. In your opinion, 
what can be done to get out of this situation? 


[Answer] Our Maghreb is in a time of competition between the two super powers. 
If we take Tunisia for example, we would see events occurring over the past 

few years which are fraught with meaning. The first incident concerns the 
visit of the French minister of defense (or in any event, a military official) 
to our country before January 1978. This does not mean that I am referring to 
something or other. After his visit, this official said: "I am very pleased 
by the congruence of our views of the future of the region." 


The second incident pertains to an American official, who made nearly the 

same statement following his visit to Tunisia. On the other hand, we note 
that there is an excessiveness in armaments in the countries of the Maghreb. 
It is proper here to ask: Arms from whom and against whom? Against a danger? 
What? 


All of this proves that we must make efforts for coordination and cooperation 
on the regional level, in order to make it an economic, political and cultural 
region, capable of playing a decisive part in the struggie of Islamic, Arab 
peoples, and to develop this civilization, by deriving benefit from technology 
and current scientific advancements. Instead of this, we waste our time on 
other things: in blind tradition, in submission to the other, in dependence 
on the other. So that we can justify this, we quarrel, a quarrel between 
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Tunisia and Libya, another between Libya and Egypt, Morocco, Sahara, 
Mauritania and Algeria. Everybody is an adversary, and this justifies the 
headlong flight to more and more armaments and open or secret dependency, 
technologically and politically. It is truly unfortunate that no one ever 
learns the lessons of the past. We have learned from the history of the 
Maghreb that some leaders, any times, have resorted to foreign countries to 
protect their authority from their neighbors or their citizens. Therefore, 
the matter requires liberating the corpus of wisdom in most of the countries 
of the Maghreb. 


Let Us Build Something Unheard-of 
[Question] I am surprised that you do not say in all countries of the Maghreb? 


[Answer] I should say in all countries of the Maghreb. Yes, a group of 
Maghrebi countries. Unless a decision is taken to build Maghrebi unity, then 
undoubtedly the body of wisdom must be changed in each country. This matter 

is tied to developmental continuity, which will be agreed to at whatever speed. 
[t is tied in with the political will to reach a result. When I was over- 
Seeing the standing advisory committee, the point I tried to gain was a meeting 
of Maghrebi heads of state to push economic and cultural cooperation, and to 
prepare for an acceptable political decision, which would become the nucleus 

ot an Arab Maghreb. Success was not our ally, and the advisory committee has 
become inappropriate today. Perhaps its loss is more than its gain. 


On the other hand, the major powers are basically opposed to Maghrebi unity. 
The Maghrebi politicians are caught in the trap of this enmity adopted by the 
major powers, which surround us both close by and far away. The major powers 
will never accept a unifying force on the shores of the Mediterranean, such 

as a Maghrebi confederation, with a huge population and unheard-of economic and 
cultural potential, while the State of Israel is located on the shores of the 
same sea, while there is competition between East and West, and while there is 
the potential for a clash between the so-called North and South. The danger 
in this matter is that we are just as unaware of the greatness of our region 
as we are tenacious about the greatness of each one of its parts. This could 
mean danger for all. 


The Arab World: Still in the Trap 


(\Question] What about the Arab Wordd? 


Answer] Experience since 1948 has made it clear, despite the laudatory devel- 
opments recorded by some regimes in the fields of economics, culture and 
military power, that Arab political regimes are constantly in a hole, con- 
-idering the fact it is impossible for some of them not to oppose others. 

srael has exploited this, which has given broader credence to that joke to 
the effect that Israel (1.S.R.A.E.L) stands for the first letters of the Arab 
States: I = Iraq, S = Syria, R = Jordan, A = Saudi Arabia, E = Egypt and 

- Lebanon. 


For more than 30 years, there has been a constant shortcoming. The Maghrebi 
wing of the Arab World could have been an important and positive element in 








changing the strategy of political, economic and cultural development, and the 
strategy of the struggle for the independence of the Arab countries and the 
restoration of their usurped rights. The Arab Maghreb could have done that, 
considering its special qualities in terms of scienific usefulness and organi- 
zational ability. 


They Calculate Authority by the Kilo 


[ have personally visited our Maghrebi and Arab countries, and I believe that 
the principal obstacle is an unawareness of the need to deal with a neighbor, 
with a brother, with the rest of the governing regimes, in order to attempt 
to assess each other and to develop new principles to organize ourselves, so 
that we will reach that historic moment, the moment of all the Arab peoples 
today, the moment that has long been awaited. 


\Question] Are they afraid of each other? 


[Answer] It goes beyond fear to a kind of political "gane."' They awake each 
morning and begin to calculate their authority in kilograms: how many kilos 
should I disburse; how much more am I afraid I will lose, if I participate 
with such and such a neighbor, or so and so a brother, or the brother or 
enemy of such and such, who admires me because he is not as rich or because 
he is a sucker. 


We next turned to Poland, which is in the forefront of world news. 
[Question] What do the Polish events mean to you? 


‘Answer] There are those who do not want to admit Poland is different from 
the rest of the Eastern European countries, that it requires this difference 
to be confirmed and given special meaning. I believe that no Polish official 
exists, including the "Solidarity: trade unionists, who wants to be separated 
trom the Socialist bloc. I believe that because I know chat the Poles are 
aware of geography and history. They are an educated people. However, in 
terms of government, they want a change in the system of socialist authority 
and its adaptibility to developments taking place. 


in Tunisia, we have tried to do the same thing. Of course, with respect to 
Poland, there are more complex factors and various interferences from both 

Fast and West. It is clear that the Polish question is not an internal affair. 
In tact, today there are no longer any issues that are purely internal. Just 
as the French minister said regarding the Polish case, I can also say that 

it "is an internal problem for the international conscience." I think that 
that is a correct analysis. 


| have Polish friends, and they want self-development for their country, along 
with its remaining tied, in its interests, its future and its geopolitics, to 
the Eastern socialist bloc. However, they want to have an element of special 
qualities tor it, just about as Yugoslavia has. The Polish people are a great, 
civilized people; therefore, they cannot crush them. 
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Question] What you say is true, but since the last world war, they have 
wanted to apply to this country a pattern for development, which is the 
Stalinist pattern. 


[Answer] Yes, this is true. 


[Question] If this pattern was fully or partially successful in other coun- 
tries, it has failed in Poland? 


[Answer] It is not only the Stalinist pattern, since according to the Polish 
analyses themselves, corruption has played a role in Geralka's regime for 10 
years. This is something we must examine carefully, because it is no differ- 
ent when a liberal pattern is imposed, inspired by the statements of Raymond 
Barr or Shaban Del Mas... along with corruption and oppression. 


There is No Competition with the Destourian Socialist Party 


Atter discussing Poland, and before asking my final question, I raised the 
matter of competition with the Destourian Socialist Party regarding affilia- 
tion with the International Socialist Organization. 


‘Question] If you join this organization, would you not be embarrassed 
tomorrow to sit beside Shimon Perez, for example, who despite his "socialism" 
is no different than Begin? 


Answer] First, I want to say to you that we are not in competition with the 
Destourian Socialist Party over membership in the International Socialist 
Organization. The point that we have constantly reiterated, not only to that 
organization but also to the French Socialists especially, that we have 
absolutely not asked the socialist parties to boycott the Destourian Socialist 
Party nor to have it withdraw its application. This is a matter that does not 
concern us. However, what does concern us is our affairs. We want our place 
within the Socialist movement. The International Socialist Organization is 
like a club. It is not rigorously regimented, since it embraces Socialists 
ind Social Democrats. I distinguish between the two sides. In any case, the 
organization and many of its members have not invited the Destourian 

Socialist Party, since January 1978, when I have been personally invited, on 
every occasion, the bureau meeting in Rome. That was by virtue of my relation- 
ship and triendship with most of the leaders of this organization. My 
presence, therefore, was not the result of any effort on my part. However, 
after my personal invitation, there was the invitation from the Movement of 
Popular Unity to the Vancouver and Madrid conferences. During that period, 
we collectively decided to submit our candidacy, not as a member in the 
reanization, but as an observer. The difference between the two is that the 
bserver does not have the right to vote and has no power of membership, 

cept to participate in debates during conferences and during the administra- 
tive bureau's meetings. 


for why we asked for observer status, we wanted to study the different forms 
solidarity, along with reserving for ourselves the right of opposing any 
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oppression. Therefore, the fact of the Destourian Socialist Party joining 
the organization has never disturbed us. 


Regarding sitting beside Shimon Perez, I would answer you that we have the 
precedence of the Lebanese Progressive Party, whose leader is Junblat. It is 
a member with full rights, not an observer. I can tell you that this party 

is very closely tied to the Palestinian Resistance. I should add that during 
the Madrid conference, I was sitting beside officials of the PLO, and together 
we were engaged in the battle to find the best solution to the Palestinian 
issue. 


[ believe that there is no reason to avoid joining an organization because of 
the presence of Shimon Perez or any other Israeli, since we are sitting with 
Israelis on all the international organizations, including the United Nations. 


Begin Is like No Other! 


[ recently read a very concise and clear statement by the Suudi Foreign Minis- 
ter who said: "Fahd's plan, be acknowledging in one of the articles, the 
right of each country of the region to exist meant that we "accept" Israel's 
existence if it accepts the rest of the Saudi plan's provisions." 


Secondly, when you say to me that Perez is no different from Begin, I must 
express some reservations. 


[Ouestion}] The two do not differ in their positions toward the Arab people. 


[Answer] Begin is like no one else. He is an old Polish officer who is 
playing Hitler's role with the Arab poeple. He applies to the Arab World what 
he thinks he and his Jewish ilk suffered at the hands of Hitler. We must be 
aware of how he has become and aware of what crazy policy he has inspired in 
his country. I am not alone in this belief. I have friends in the midst of 
Jews, otficials in certain European governments, and they believe what I 
believe in this regard. Therefore, there is no room for confusion. On the 
contrary, in Perez's party, there is an element that wants to return to Israel 
[Israel's original principles, i.e., no expansion and not to be a tool in the 
hands of imperialism, but rather to be a place to enjoy culture, religion and 
Judaism. 


A Sentimental Interview 


(Ouestion}] I know that Tunisian newspapers have tried to obtain an interview 
with you, but you have always hesitated to comply with their request. But 
when [ asked you for this interview, you did not hesitate for a moment. May 
| know why? 


[Answer] It's simple. I am very reluctant to make statements, because the 
process is often unsatisfactory. And then, I don't know who is asking me to 
make statements to them. As you know, I hate to be cautious. I must also add 
that I don't want anyone to change or distort what I say, through sheer 
arbitrariness. I also have sentimental reasons for this, which caused me not 
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to hesitate to meet with you. (I can tell you that there are many persons 
who are in power today that I like. We have shared memories. We have worked 
together, and some of them were my supporters. They chose a path other than 
the one I chose, but this does not mean that I reproach them for that.) All 
this has to do with my comrade, whom I fought along side of from the time we 
were young men in secret work, who today is running a newspaper, and who 
wants to give someone he probably respects an opportunity to express his 
views. I know that this ties me in with this comrade. The struggle today is 
relatively different from the struggle of the past, when we were lads. But 
it only we could renew our youth so that we could fight together the same 
battle, trying to keep our country out of the crisis, or rather, out of the 
explosive and dangerous situations which could turn into a crisis. This 
brother of whom I speak is Hasib Ben Ammar. On this occasion, I want to 
salute him and all those around him and offer my sincere thanks for this 
brotherly opportunity that he has given me. 


For my part, I answered him that they also salute him and thank him very much! 
This concludes my interview with Ahmad Ben Salah. It is all here, except for 
one personal political question, which I asked him and which he answered 
frankly and with a great deal of moderation. Pardon us for not printing 

it, in view of press law complexities. In conclusion, Ahmad Ben Salah said 


goodby to me at the railroad station. His last words were "Au revoir!" I 
replied: "In Tunis, God willing." 
CSO: 4504/219 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


STUDENT UNREST NOTED--Tunis, March 3l--Tunisian authorities have closed the 
literature faculty at the university here after clashes between opposing groups 
ot students yesterday which left 32 wounded, some of them seriously. Police 
arrested 23 people. The trouble at the literature faculty of Tunis University 
came amid strikes and agitation over the last few days in the wake of weeks 

ot simmering tension. The Interior Ministry earlier said students had been 
hurt in fighting with bicycle chains, knives, iron bars and bottles filled 

with acid. Police were called at the request of the university authorities, 

it said. Among groups active in the Tunisian student movement are an Islamic 
tendency, an Arab nationalist tendency and a revolutionary tendency. (AFP) [Text] 
(Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2885, 2 Apr 82 p 11] 


COMMANDO GROUP ARRESTED--Tunis, April 7--Tunisian police have arrested six 
armed Tunisian youths who crossed into the country from Algeria after setting 
out trom Libya, according to diplomatic sources here. The sources said that 
members of the group carried weapons and explosives. They entered Tunisia 
across the border with Algeria in Tunisia's south-west and were detained by 
police in Kasserine, in Central Tunisia, before they were able to carry out 
a series of sabotage attacks they allegedly planned to commit, the sources 
said. Among those arrested were several former members of a commando group 
which attacked the Southern Tunisian town of Gafsa in January 1980. Evidence 
during the March 1980 trial of captured members of the earlier commando indi- 
cated they were trained and armed by Libya and had been given Algerian help to 
cross the frontier. Government officials declined to comment on the latest 
affair, which has not been reported in the national press. (AFP) [Text] 
[Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2887, 9 Apr 82 p 11] 
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